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STORIES INSIDE………

Snake River Dam Tour Brings Stakeholders Together 
West,”ÊsaidÊAllianceÊExecutiveÊDirectorÊDanÊKeppen.Ê  

ÊÊÊÊÊTheÊColumbia-SnakeÊsystemÊisÊtheÊtopÊwheatÊexportÊ
gatewayÊinÊtheÊU.S.,ÊwithÊ
bargingÊonÊtheÊSnakeÊRiv-
erÊhandlingÊnearlyÊ10%ÊofÊ
allÊU.S.ÊwheatÊexports.ÊInÊ
additionÊtoÊtheÊeconomicÊ
benefitsÊofÊprovidingÊ
readyÊaccessÊtoÊworldÊ
markets,ÊriverÊbargingÊ
providesÊsignificantÊenvi-
ronmentalÊbenefits. InÊ
2020Êalone,ÊitÊwouldÊhaveÊ
takenÊoverÊ42,000ÊrailÊcarsÊ
orÊoverÊ162,000Êsemi-
trucksÊtoÊmoveÊtheÊcargoÊ
thatÊwasÊmovedÊbyÊbargeÊ
onÊtheÊlowerÊSnakeÊRiver. 
OperatingÊtheÊsystemÊisÊ
not,Êhowever,ÊwithoutÊ
controversy. ForÊdecades,Ê
theÊregionÊhasÊbeenÊem-
broiledÊinÊlitigationÊoverÊ
assertedÊimpactsÊofÊtheÊ
riverÊsystemÊonÊsalmonÊ
andÊsteelheadÊpopulations.Ê

TheÊcallÊtoÊbreachÊtheÊfourÊdamsÊonÊtheÊLowerÊSnakeÊRiverÊ
forÊtheÊbenefitÊofÊsalmonÊisÊpersistent. 

Continued on Page 2 

TheÊFamilyÊFarmÊAllianceÊ– partneringÊwithÊtheÊIdahoÊ
WaterÊUsersÊAssociationÊ(IWUA)Ê–ÊlastÊmonthÊwrappedÊupÊaÊ
tourÊthatÊbroughtÊoverÊ50Ê
participantsÊtoÊtheÊLewis-
ClarkÊValleyÊtoÊlearnÊfirst
-handÊaboutÊtheÊnationalÊ
importanceÊofÊtheÊLowerÊ
SnakeÊRiverÊDamsÊandÊ
theÊbroaderÊColumbiaÊ
RiverÊsystem.Ê 

TheÊtourÊbroughtÊ
togetherÊaÊdiverseÊgroup,Ê
includingÊfarmers,ÊtribalÊ
leaders,Êconservationists,Ê
portÊofficials,ÊandÊwaterÊ
advocates,ÊforÊaÊfirsthandÊ
lookÊatÊcriticalÊinfrastruc-
ture,ÊincludingÊDworshakÊ
DamÊ(pictured at right, 
from the crest of the 
structure),ÊtheÊthirdÊhigh-
estÊdamÊinÊtheÊU.S.Ê 

“TheseÊon-the-
groundÊexperiencesÊareÊ
centralÊtoÊtheÊAlliance’sÊ
mission:ÊbuildingÊunder-
standing,ÊstrengtheningÊrelationships,ÊandÊadvocatingÊforÊ
practicalÊsolutionsÊthatÊpreserveÊirrigatedÊagricultureÊinÊtheÊ

Protecting Water for Western Irrigated Agriculture  

Dworshak Dam face, viewed from the 717 feet high dam crest.   
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“RemovingÊtheÊLowerÊSnakeÊRiverÊDamsÊwouldÊsendÊ
rippleÊeffectsÊthroughoutÊtheÊbroaderÊagriculturalÊcommunityÊ
andÊwouldÊtakeÊoutÊanÊimportantÊsourceÊofÊclean,ÊrenewableÊ
energyÊandÊaÊvitalÊnavigationÊlinkÊthatÊagricultureÊreliesÊon,”Ê
saidÊMr.ÊKeppen.Ê 

OnÊDayÊOne,ÊparticipantsÊtouredÊDworshakÊDamÊandÊtheÊ
ClearwaterÊHatchery,ÊfollowedÊbyÊaÊfrank,Êin-personÊdialogueÊ
aroundÊoneÊofÊtheÊmostÊcomplexÊandÊdebatedÊwaterÊissuesÊinÊ
theÊWest.Ê  
ÊÊÊÊÊSpeakersÊincludedÊShannonÊWheelerÊ(ChairmanÊofÊtheÊ
TribalÊExecutiveÊCommittee)ÊandÊJosephÊOatmanÊ
(DepartmentÊofÊFisheriesÊResourceÊManagement)ÊofÊtheÊNezÊ
PerceÊTribe,ÊScottÊCorbittÊ(PortÊofÊLewiston),ÊMitchÊCutterÊ
(IdahoÊConservationÊLeague),ÊClarkÊMatherÊ(NorthwestÊRiverÊ
Partners)ÊandÊNeilÊManauÊ(PacificÊNorthwestÊWaterwaysÊAs-
sociation).  

TheÊpanelÊdiscussionÊwasÊmoderatedÊbyÊPaulÊArringtonÊ
(IWUAÊExecutiveÊDi-
rector)ÊandÊNormÊ
SemankoÊ(FamilyÊFarmÊ
AllianceÊGeneralÊCoun-
sel).  

“OurÊissuesÊareÊcom-
plexÊandÊcomplicatedÊ
andÊtourÊparticipantsÊgotÊ
aÊtasteÊofÊthat,”ÊsaidÊMr.Ê
Arrington.Ê“But,ÊoneÊ
thingÊweÊknowÊaboutÊ
farmersÊis,ÊthatÊfacedÊ
withÊwhatÊseemsÊtoÊbeÊ
anÊimpossibleÊchallenge,Ê
theyÊalwaysÊrollÊupÊtheirÊ
sleeves,ÊgetÊtheirÊhandsÊ
dirtyÊandÊworkÊtowardsÊ
solutions.” 

TheÊdayÊendedÊwithÊ
dinnerÊatÊLindsayÊCreekÊ
Vineyards,ÊwhereÊcon-
versationsÊcontinuedÊ
informally.Ê  

OnÊtheÊsecondÊdayÊofÊ
theÊtour,ÊtheÊgroupÊtrav-
eledÊbyÊjetÊboatÊfromÊ
LewistonÊdownÊtheÊ
SnakeÊRiverÊtoÊLowerÊ
GraniteÊDam,ÊoneÊofÊtheÊ
fourÊLowerÊSnakeÊRiverÊdamsÊatÊtheÊheartÊofÊcurrentÊregionalÊ
andÊfederalÊwaterÊpolicyÊdiscussions.Ê 

There,ÊoneÊofÊtheÊtallestÊsingleÊliftÊnavigationalÊlocksÊinÊ
theÊcountryÊloweredÊtheÊboatÊ105ÊfeetÊtoÊtheÊtailwaterÊbelow. Ê 

TheÊgroupÊthenÊtouredÊtheÊdamÊandÊadjacentÊstate-of-the-
artÊfish ladder,ÊdesignedÊtoÊfacilitateÊtheÊupstreamÊmigrationÊofÊ
fishÊ– includingÊsalmonÊandÊsteelheadÊ– pastÊtheÊdam. 
ÊÊÊ 

Columbia Basin Water Outlook Grows Dire  
     As Summer Heats Up 

 
AsÊaÊbackdropÊtoÊtheÊtour,ÊdroughtÊconditionsÊcontinuedÊtoÊ

tightenÊtheirÊgripÊonÊmuchÊofÊtheÊNorthwest,ÊwithÊIdahoÊwaterÊ
managersÊwarningÊthatÊshortagesÊareÊnowÊincreasinglyÊlikely.Ê
TheÊIdahoÊDepartmentÊofÊWaterÊResourcesÊlastÊmonthÊnotedÊ
thatÊexceptionallyÊwarm,ÊdryÊweatherÊsinceÊAprilÊhasÊ
“dramaticallyÊchangedÊtheÊoutlookÊonÊwaterÊsupplyÊconditionsÊ
statewide.”Ê 

ReservoirÊstorageÊacrossÊtheÊSnakeÊRiverÊsystemÊisÊbelowÊ
averageÊandÊdroppingÊfasterÊthanÊnormal,ÊraisingÊconcernsÊ
aboutÊwaterÊavailabilityÊinÊAugustÊandÊSeptemberÊifÊtheÊNorthÊ
AmericanÊMonsoonÊfailsÊtoÊdeliverÊsignificantÊrainfall.ÊNorth-
ernÊIdaho’sÊdroughtÊisÊalsoÊexpectedÊtoÊcontinueÊforÊanotherÊ
year,ÊwhileÊsmallerÊreservoirsÊinÊsouthernÊandÊcentralÊIdahoÊ
areÊalreadyÊstruggling. 

Meanwhile,ÊinÊWashington’sÊYakimaÊRiverÊbasin,Êirriga-
tionÊoutlooksÊremainÊ
steadyÊbutÊgrim.ÊFarmersÊ
withÊjuniorÊwaterÊrightsÊ
canÊexpectÊjustÊ45%ÊofÊ
theirÊnormalÊwaterÊallot-
ments,ÊaccordingÊtoÊtheÊ
U.S.ÊBureauÊofÊReclama-
tion,ÊwithÊpotentialÊfluctu-
ationsÊdependingÊonÊ
weatherÊconditions.ÊTheÊ
RozaÊIrrigationÊDistrictÊisÊ
planningÊtoÊshutÊoffÊdeliv-
eriesÊnearlyÊaÊmonthÊearlyÊ
onÊSept.Ê28,ÊandÊfurtherÊ
cutbacksÊcouldÊcomeÊifÊ
theÊwaterÊsupplyÊworsens.Ê 
ÊÊÊÊÊ“IfÊtheÊwaterÊshortageÊ
worsens,Êwe’llÊhaveÊtoÊ
decideÊwhetherÊtoÊshortenÊ
theÊseasonÊevenÊmore,Ê
reduceÊflows,ÊorÊdoÊaÊ
combinationÊofÊboth,”Ê
RozaÊdistrictÊmanagerÊ
ScottÊRevellÊtoldÊCapital 
Press.  
ÊÊÊÊÊTheseÊmountingÊshort-
agesÊunderscoreÊtheÊin-
creasingÊstrainÊonÊwaterÊ
resourcesÊduringÊoneÊofÊ

theÊdriestÊstretchesÊinÊrecentÊmemory. 
ÊÊÊÊÊMr.ÊArringtonÊreflectedÊonÊtheÊweek’sÊactivities. 
ÊÊÊÊÊ“WeÊwereÊexcitedÊtoÊbringÊpeopleÊtoÊshowÊthemÊourÊ

countryÊandÊourÊissues,”ÊheÊsaid.Ê“SometimesÊitÊseemsÊthatÊallÊ
weÊeverÊreadÊaboutÊinÊtheÊnewsÊisÊtheÊconflictÊthat’sÊbrewingÊ
inÊtheÊColoradoÊRiverÊBasin.Ê 

ÊÊÊÊÊ“ThisÊtourÊgaveÊaÊdiverseÊgroupÊofÊparticipantsÊsomeÊ
timeÊtoÊstepÊawayÊfromÊthoseÊchallengesÊandÊseeÊwhatÊotherÊ
WesternÊbasinsÊareÊfacing,”ÊheÊadded.Ê  

Lower Snake River Dam Tour a Success (Cont’d from Pg 1)  

ALLIANCE LEADERS IN LEWISTON: Pictured at right in the back 
row are Alliance directors Charlie Lyall and Mark Hansen (WA ), Marc 

Thalacker (OR), Jim Yahn (CO), Paul Orme (AZ) and Clinton Pline (ID). 
In the front row are incoming Alliance executive director Samantha 

Barncastle (NM) and current executive director Dan Keppen (OR). Photo 
taken at Lindsay Creek Vineyards.  
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OnÊJulyÊ4,ÊPresidentÊTrumpÊsignedÊintoÊlawÊtheÊsweepingÊ
OneÊBigÊBeautifulÊBillÊ(OB3)ÊAct,ÊaÊGOP-ledÊmultitrillion-
dollarÊinitiativeÊthatÊcombinesÊboldÊspendingÊwithÊfiscalÊre-
straint.Ê 

AÊkeyÊcomponentÊallocatesÊ$1ÊbillionÊtoÊtheÊBureauÊofÊ
ReclamationÊforÊprojectsÊthatÊ“restoreÊorÊincreaseÊtheÊcapaci-
ty”ÊofÊexistingÊconveyanceÊorÊsurfaceÊstorageÊfacilities—anÊ
explicitÊwinÊforÊtheÊ
CentralÊCaliforniaÊRe-
publicanÊdelegationÊ
andÊwesternÊwaterÊin-
terests. 

“CaliforniaÊHouseÊ
RepublicansÊareÊonceÊ
againÊtakingÊstepsÊtoÊ
secureÊaÊreliableÊandÊ
affordableÊwaterÊsupplyÊ
forÊourÊconstituentsÊandÊ
farmers,”ÊsaidÊRep.Ê
KenÊCalvertÊ(R-
CALIFORNIA).Ê 

WhileÊdrivenÊbyÊ
CalifornianÊpriorities,Ê
theÊwaterÊfundingÊap-
pliesÊbroadlyÊtoÊallÊ
ReclamationÊstates. 
 
A Surge in  
Conservation  
Program Funding 

 
BeyondÊwaterÊinfrastructure,ÊOB3ÊsubstantiallyÊboostsÊ

severalÊUSDAÊNaturalÊResourcesÊConservationÊServiceÊpro-
gramsÊexpectedÊtoÊbenefitÊwesternÊwaterÊinfrastructureÊplan-
ning: 

 

· Grassroots Source Water Protection:Ê$1ௗmillionÊ
mandatoryÊinÊFYௗ2026ÊandÊ$20ௗmillionÊannuallyÊ
throughÊFYௗ2031 

· Agricultural Conservation Easement Program:Ê
RisingÊfromÊ$625ௗmillionÊinÊFYௗ2026ÊtoÊ
$700ௗmillionÊannuallyÊinÊFYௗ2029–31 

· Environmental Quality Incentives Program:Ê
$2.655ௗbillionÊinÊFYௗ2026,ÊclimbingÊtoÊ
$3.255ௗbillionÊannuallyÊstartingÊFYௗ2028 

· Conservation Stewardship Program:ÊScalingÊ
fromÊ$1.3ௗbillionÊtoÊ$1.375ௗbillionÊthroughÊFYௗ2031 

· Regional Conservation Partnership Program:Ê
$425ௗmillionÊinÊFYௗ2026,ÊthenÊ$450ௗmillionÊannual-
ly 

· Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention:Ê
$150ௗmillionÊmandatoryÊfundingÊinÊFYௗ2026Ê
(availableÊuntilÊexpended) 

“TheÊsignificantÊfundingÊinÊOB3ÊforÊNRCSÊconservationÊ
programsÊcouldÊpotentiallyÊbeÊusedÊtoÊadvanceÊwaterÊinfra-
structureÊprioritiesÊinÊtheÊWestÊoverÊtheÊnextÊfiveÊyears,”ÊsaidÊ
FamilyÊFarmÊAllianceÊExecutiveÊDirectorÊDanÊKeppen.Ê 

 
Political Reactions and Fiscal Concerns 

 
ÊÊÊÊÊHouseÊNaturalÊRe-
sourcesÊCommitteeÊChairÊ
BruceÊWestermanÊ(R‑Ark.)Ê
hailedÊtheÊactÊasÊaÊvictoryÊ
forÊresourceÊdevelopmentÊ
andÊruralÊjobÊcreation. 
ÊÊÊÊÊ“ThisÊhistoricÊlegisla-
tionÊunleashesÊAmericanÊ
energyÊandÊunlocksÊtheÊfullÊ
potentialÊofÊourÊabundantÊ
naturalÊresources,”ÊheÊsaid.Ê 
ÊÊÊÊÊSenateÊMajorityÊLeaderÊ
JohnÊThuneÊ(R‑SOUTHÊ
DAKOTA)ÊdescribedÊJulyÊ
4ÊasÊ“anÊextraordinaryÊdayÊ
forÊourÊcountry,”ÊpointingÊ
toÊborderÊsecurityÊinitia-
tivesÊandÊspendingÊreformsÊ
includedÊinÊOB3. 
ÊÊÊÊÊMeanwhile,ÊsomeÊana-
lystsÊandÊeconomicÊleadersÊ
offeredÊcautionaryÊnotes.Ê 

“TheÊlevelÊofÊtheÊdebtÊisÊsustainableÊbutÊtheÊpathÊisÊnot,Ê
andÊweÊneedÊtoÊaddressÊthatÊsoonerÊorÊlater,”ÊsaidÊFederalÊRe-
serveÊChairÊJeromeÊPowell.Ê“SoonerÊisÊbetterÊthanÊlater.” 

TheÊCongressionalÊBudgetÊOfficeÊforecastsÊaÊ$3.4ௗtrillionÊ
increaseÊinÊtheÊfederalÊdeficitÊandÊanÊestimatedÊ10ௗmillionÊ
AmericansÊlosingÊhealthÊinsuranceÊoverÊtheÊnextÊdecadeÊdueÊ
toÊtheÊbill.Ê 

SenateÊMinorityÊLeaderÊChuckÊSchumerÊ(D‑N.Y.)Êcriti-
cizedÊRepublicansÊforÊwhatÊheÊsaidÊwasÊundueÊallegianceÊtoÊ
billionaireÊdonors,ÊwhileÊothersÊquestionedÊtheÊbill’sÊinfra-
structureÊreturns. 

 
Looking Ahead 
 
AlthoughÊtheÊfiscalÊimplicationsÊremainÊunderÊscrutiny,Ê

theÊOB3ÊActÊestablishesÊaÊrobustÊfederalÊcommitmentÊtoÊwest-
ernÊwaterÊinfrastructureÊandÊconservation.ÊWithÊimmediateÊ
fundingÊforÊconveyanceÊandÊstorageÊreinforcementÊandÊex-
pandedÊlong-termÊsupportÊforÊconservationÊprograms,Êstake-
holdersÊacrossÊtheÊWestÊareÊnowÊassessingÊhowÊtoÊalignÊpriori-
tiesÊwithÊthisÊnewÊlegislativeÊframework.Ê 

“AsÊimplementationÊbegins,ÊourÊinterestÊwillÊturnÊtoÊtrans-
latingÊfundingÊopportunitiesÊintoÊtangibleÊinfrastructureÊim-
provementsÊinÊtheÊcomingÊyears,”ÊsaidÊMr.ÊKeppen. 

Sweeping OBBB Act Signed, Sets Stage for Major Water Investments 

President Trump signs the One Big Beautiful Bill Act into law on July 
Fourth.  (Photo courtesy of the White House)  
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TheÊTrumpÊadministration’sÊsweepingÊchangesÊtoÊtheÊNa-
tionalÊEnvironmentalÊPolicyÊActÊ(NEPA)ÊhaveÊtriggeredÊoneÊ
ofÊtheÊmostÊsignificantÊoverhaulsÊofÊfederalÊenvironmentalÊ
reviewÊinÊdecades.ÊFederalÊagenciesÊhaveÊrapidlyÊmovedÊtoÊ
implementÊinterimÊrulesÊstreamliningÊpermittingÊprocesses,Ê
whileÊCongressÊisÊconsideringÊadditionalÊreforms. 

 
Agencies Move Quickly 
 
PresidentÊDonaldÊTrumpÊonÊJanuaryÊ20,Ê2025,ÊsignedÊEx-

ecutiveÊOrderÊ14154,Ê“UnleashingÊAmericanÊEnergy,”Êdirect-
ingÊtheÊCouncilÊonÊEnvironmentalÊQualityÊ(CEQ)ÊtoÊrescindÊ
itsÊ1978ÊNEPAÊregulationsÊandÊreplaceÊthemÊwithÊagency-by-
agencyÊproceduresÊdesignedÊtoÊexpediteÊfederalÊpermitting. 

“PresidentÊTrump’sÊactionÊ…ÊwillÊensureÊtimelyÊreviewsÊ
andÊconsistencyÊacrossÊagenciesÊandÊenableÊCEQÊtoÊcoordi-
nateÊthisÊmonumentalÊderegulatoryÊeffort,”ÊtheÊWhiteÊHouseÊ
saidÊatÊtheÊtime.Ê 

CEQÊfollowedÊwithÊanÊinterimÊfinalÊruleÊonÊFebruaryÊ25,Ê
2025,ÊremovingÊallÊNEPAÊimplementingÊregulationsÊ(40ௗCFRÊ
partsÊ1500–1508).ÊTheÊrule,ÊeffectiveÊAprilÊ11,ÊinstructedÊ
agenciesÊtoÊissueÊtheirÊownÊNEPAÊproceduresÊwithinÊ12Ê
months.ÊCEQÊguidanceÊemphasizedÊ“expeditedÊreviews,Êpri-
oritizingÊefficiencyÊandÊcertainty,”ÊincludingÊtighterÊdeadlinesÊ
andÊreducedÊdocumentation. 

 
Legal and Policy Context 
 
TheÊadministration’sÊoverhaulÊfollowsÊlongstandingÊques-

tionsÊoverÊCEQ’sÊauthorityÊtoÊissueÊbindingÊNEPAÊrules.ÊTheÊ
U.S.ÊSupremeÊCourt’sÊMayÊ29,Ê2025,ÊdecisionÊinÊSeven Coun-
ty Infrastructure v. Eagle CountyÊreinforcedÊtheÊadministra-
tion’sÊapproach,ÊrulingÊthatÊNEPAÊisÊstrictlyÊproceduralÊandÊ
grantingÊagenciesÊbroaderÊdiscretionÊinÊhowÊtheyÊconductÊre-
views. 

Ê“TheÊcourt’sÊrulingÊrecognizesÊNEPAÊasÊaÊprocessÊstatute,Ê
responsiblyÊlimitsÊitsÊscopeÊandÊhelpsÊreturnÊtheÊlawÊtoÊitsÊ
originalÊintent,”ÊsaidÊHouseÊNaturalÊResourcesÊCommitteeÊ
ChairmanÊBruceÊWestermanÊ(R-AR). 

EnvironmentalÊgroupsÊsharplyÊdisagree.ÊTheyÊargueÊtheÊ
changesÊundermineÊtheÊcoreÊpurposeÊofÊNEPAÊbyÊnarrowingÊ
theÊtypesÊofÊimpactsÊthatÊmustÊbeÊconsidered,ÊlimitingÊpublicÊ
input,ÊandÊexemptingÊlargeÊcategoriesÊofÊprojectsÊfromÊreview.Ê 

“ByÊrescindingÊtheseÊregulations,ÊthisÊadministrationÊisÊ
ensuringÊthatÊmuchÊneededÊcriticalÊinfrastructureÊwillÊbeÊde-
layed,ÊthatÊcommunitiesÊhistoricallyÊoverburdenedÊbyÊpollu-
tionÊwillÊcontinueÊtoÊbeÊignored,ÊandÊthatÊthereÊwillÊbeÊnoÊclearÊ
rulesÊforÊprojectÊdevelopersÊandÊinvestors,”ÊsaidÊEarthjusticeÊ
SeniorÊLegislativeÊCounselÊStephenÊSchima. 

 
Water and Forestry Projects to Benefit  

      From USDA, DOI Regulatory Overhauls 
 
TheÊDepartmentsÊofÊAgricultureÊ(USDA)ÊandÊtheÊInteriorÊ

(DOI)ÊhaveÊalreadyÊadoptedÊsweepingÊchanges.Ê 

USDAÊrescindedÊsevenÊseparateÊagencyÊNEPAÊregula-
tions,ÊincludingÊthoseÊforÊtheÊForestÊServiceÊandÊNaturalÊRe-
sourcesÊConservationÊService,ÊconsolidatingÊthemÊintoÊaÊsin-
gleÊdepartment-wideÊprocedure.ÊTheÊinterimÊruleÊreducesÊre-
quirementsÊforÊpublicÊnoticesÊandÊenvironmentalÊassessments,Ê
particularlyÊforÊroutineÊactivitiesÊlikeÊloggingÊorÊwaterÊinfra-
structureÊmaintenance. 

TheÊFamilyÊFarmÊAllianceÊwelcomedÊUSDA’sÊstream-
linedÊapproach.Ê 

“ForÊyears,ÊslowÊandÊcumbersomeÊfederalÊregulationsÊhaveÊ
beenÊaÊmajorÊobstacleÊtoÊcriticalÊwaterÊsupplyÊprojects,”ÊsaidÊ
AllianceÊExecutiveÊDirectorÊDanÊKeppen.Ê“WeÊappreciateÊ
USDA’sÊeffortÊtoÊconsolidateÊregulationsÊandÊencourageÊmoreÊ
useÊofÊcategoricalÊexclusionsÊforÊroutineÊprojects.” 

DOIÊissuedÊanÊinterimÊruleÊeliminatingÊmostÊdepartment-
specificÊNEPAÊregulationsÊandÊshiftingÊstandardsÊtoÊinternalÊ
guidance.ÊOnlyÊlimitedÊprovisionsÊforÊcategoricalÊexclusionsÊ
andÊemergenciesÊremain,ÊenablingÊagenciesÊtoÊbypassÊreviewÊ
forÊurgentÊprojects. 

Mr.ÊKeppenÊaddedÊthatÊtheÊAllianceÊsupportsÊtheÊInteriorÊ
Department’sÊeffortÊtoÊalignÊwithÊtheÊsameÊprinciples.Ê 

“WeÊplanÊtoÊfileÊcommentsÊwithÊInteriorÊencouragingÊevenÊ
broaderÊuseÊofÊcategoricalÊexclusions,ÊespeciallyÊforÊprojectsÊ
thatÊprotectÊwaterÊsuppliesÊorÊimproveÊforestÊhealth,”ÊheÊsaid. 

TheÊDOIÊruleÊalsoÊconsolidatesÊexistingÊproceduresÊintoÊaÊ
singleÊdepartment-wideÊNEPAÊhandbook.ÊThisÊincludesÊnewÊ
provisionsÊthatÊbroadenÊtheÊuseÊofÊcategoricalÊexclusions,ÊsetÊ
tighterÊdeadlinesÊforÊEnvironmentalÊAssessmentsÊ(EAs)ÊandÊ
EnvironmentalÊImpactÊStatementsÊ(EISs),ÊandÊreduceÊtheÊre-
quirementÊtoÊanalyzeÊindirectÊandÊcumulativeÊimpacts. 

“WeÊsupportÊDOI’sÊintentÊtoÊimplementÊNEPAÊasÊaÊproce-
duralÊstatuteÊfocusedÊonÊreasonablyÊforeseeableÊenvironmentalÊ
impacts,ÊratherÊthanÊasÊaÊbarrierÊtoÊcriticalÊwaterÊsupplyÊpro-
jects,”ÊsaidÊToddÊUngerecht,ÊtheÊAlliance’sÊfederalÊpolicyÊ
advisorÊwhoÊisÊleadingÊtheÊeffortÊtoÊcraftÊtheÊcommentÊletter. 

 
Other Agencies Revise NEPA Procedures 
 
OtherÊdepartmentsÊareÊalsoÊmovingÊforward.ÊTheÊDefenseÊ

DepartmentÊnowÊlimitsÊEnvironmentalÊImpactÊStatementsÊ
(EIS)ÊtoÊ150ÊpagesÊandÊhasÊdroppedÊmitigationÊplanÊrequire-
ments.ÊTheÊAirÊForceÊrescindedÊitsÊNEPAÊregulationsÊentirelyÊ
whileÊdraftingÊnewÊprocedures.ÊTheÊDepartmentÊofÊEnergyÊ
eliminatedÊNEPAÊrequirementsÊforÊprojectsÊinvolvingÊpresi-
dentialÊpermitsÊonÊtheÊborder. 

CriticsÊargueÊtheseÊmovesÊcollectivelyÊweakenÊenviron-
mentalÊsafeguards.Ê 

“ThisÊisÊaÊwholesaleÊretreatÊfromÊtheÊenvironmentalÊac-
countabilityÊthatÊNEPAÊwasÊdesignedÊtoÊensure,”ÊsaidÊLisaÊ
Evans,ÊseniorÊattorneyÊatÊtheÊnonprofitÊEarthjustice,ÊaÊknownÊ
quantityÊinÊtheÊenvironmentalÊlitigationÊindustry.Ê 

Trump’s NEPA Overhaul Reshapes Environmental Review 

Continued on Page  5 

Agencies Move Quickly as Congress Eyes Further Reform 
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bipartisanÊfarmÊbillÊcoalitionÊandÊmakeÊ
futureÊfarmÊbillsÊharderÊtoÊpass.” 
ÊÊÊÊÊThompson,Êmeanwhile,ÊmustÊbalanceÊ
DemocraticÊwarinessÊwithÊpushbackÊfromÊ
GOPÊfiscalÊhardlinersÊskepticalÊofÊ 
additionalÊfarmÊspending.Ê 
ÊÊÊÊÊLawmakersÊwillÊneedÊtoÊbridgeÊthoseÊ
dividesÊwhenÊtheyÊreturnÊtoÊWashingtonÊ
onÊSeptemberÊ2. 
ÊÊÊÊÊTheÊHouseÊadjournedÊJulyÊ24ÊandÊtheÊ
SenateÊwasÊsetÊtoÊleaveÊonÊAugustÊ1Ê(at the 
time of publication),ÊbutÊSenateÊMajorityÊ
LeaderÊJohnÊThuneÊ(R-SOUTHÊ 
DAKOTA)ÊhasÊsignaledÊthatÊpartÊofÊtheÊ
Senate’sÊrecessÊcouldÊbeÊsuspendedÊtoÊ
processÊsomeÊofÊtheÊ136ÊpendingÊTrumpÊ
administrationÊnominees. 
ÊÊÊÊÊ“WeÊareÊabsolutelyÊtryingÊtoÊavoidÊaÊ
nuclearÊoptionÊissue,ÊbutÊatÊsomeÊpoint,Ê
you’veÊgotÊtoÊhaveÊanÊoperationalÊ 
government,”ÊSen.ÊMikeÊRoundsÊ(R-
SOUTHÊDAKOTA)Êsaid,ÊhintingÊatÊpossi-
bleÊruleÊchangesÊifÊDemocratsÊcontinueÊ
delayingÊvotes. 

AugustÊ2025 

AsÊCongressÊheadsÊintoÊitsÊAugustÊre-
cess,ÊtheÊoutlookÊforÊpassingÊevenÊaÊ 
scaled-downÊfarmÊbillÊthisÊfallÊremainsÊ
uncertain,ÊwithÊpartisanÊtensionsÊrunningÊ
highÊoverÊrecentÊbudgetÊmaneuvers. 

HouseÊAgricultureÊCommitteeÊChairÊ
G.T.ÊThompsonÊ(R-Pa.)ÊhasÊfloatedÊtheÊ
ideaÊofÊaÊ“skinny”ÊfarmÊbill,ÊbutÊ 
DemocratsÊremainÊincensedÊbyÊGOP-
backedÊcutsÊtoÊnutritionÊprogramsÊincludedÊ
inÊtheÊreconciliationÊpackage.Ê 

HouseÊAgricultureÊrankingÊmemberÊ
AngieÊCraigÊ(D-Minn.)ÊwarnedÊthatÊthoseÊ
cuts—nearlyÊ$200ÊbillionÊfromÊtheÊSup-
plementalÊNutritionÊAssistanceÊProgramÊ
(SNAP)—couldÊundermineÊtheÊbipartisanÊ
coalitionÊhistoricallyÊneededÊtoÊpassÊfarmÊ
bills. 

“TheÊRepublicanÊbudgetÊcutÊnearlyÊ
$200ÊbillionÊfromÊSNAP,ÊwhichÊcertainlyÊ
upendsÊtheÊtraditionalÊfarmÊbillÊprocess,”Ê
Rep.ÊCraigÊsaid.Ê“I’llÊworkÊwithÊanyoneÊtoÊ
improveÊtheÊlivesÊofÊourÊfarmers,ÊbutÊyouÊ
can’tÊdecimateÊaÊtitleÊofÊtheÊfarmÊbillÊandÊ
thinkÊitÊwon’tÊnegativelyÊaffectÊtheÊ 

Congress Weighs Further Reforms 
 
Meanwhile,ÊCongressÊisÊconsideringÊlegislationÊthatÊwouldÊ

codifyÊsomeÊofÊtheÊadministration’sÊchanges.ÊWestermanÊandÊ
Rep.ÊJaredÊGoldenÊ(D-ME)ÊhaveÊintroducedÊtheÊStandardizingÊ
PermittingÊandÊExpeditingÊEconomicÊDevelopmentÊ(SPEED)Ê
Act,ÊwhichÊnarrowsÊtheÊdefinitionÊofÊ“majorÊfederalÊaction,”Ê
shortensÊlitigationÊdeadlines,ÊandÊlimitsÊconsiderationÊofÊlong-
termÊclimateÊeffects. 

“AÊcountryÊasÊadvancedÊasÊtheÊUnitedÊStatesÊmustÊbeÊnim-
bleÊenoughÊtoÊbuildÊwhatÊweÊneed,ÊwhenÊweÊneedÊit,”ÊsaidÊ
Rep.ÊGolden.Ê“I'mÊproudÊtoÊpartnerÊwithÊChairmanÊWestermanÊ
onÊreformsÊthatÊprotectÊourÊenvironmentÊwhileÊdeliveringÊtheÊ
investmentsÊAmericansÊneedÊtoday,ÊnotÊyearsÊfromÊnow.”Ê 

ButÊRep.ÊJaredÊHuffman,ÊtheÊRankingÊMemberÊonÊtheÊ
HouseÊNaturalÊResourcesÊCommittee,ÊÊwarnedÊthatÊtheÊbillÊ
couldÊgoÊtooÊfar.Ê 

“ThisÊproposalÊtiltsÊtheÊplayingÊfieldÊtowardÊpollutersÊatÊ
theÊexpenseÊofÊpublicÊhealth,”ÊheÊsaid. 

TheÊFamilyÊFarmÊAllianceÊsupportsÊtheÊbill,Ê
which essentiallyÊcodifiesÊtheÊrecentÊSupremeÊCourtÊrulingsÊ
relatingÊtoÊNEPAÊandÊalsoÊtheÊintentÊofÊtheÊTrumpÊE.O.ÊtoÊ
streamlineÊNEPAÊreviews.  

“TheÊSPEEDÊActÊprovidesÊmuch-neededÊreformsÊtoÊ
streamlineÊtheÊNEPAÊprocessÊandÊreduceÊunnecessaryÊlitiga-

tionÊthatÊhasÊdelayedÊcriticalÊWesternÊwaterÊsupplyÊandÊinfra-
structureÊprojectsÊforÊyears,”ÊMr.ÊKeppenÊsaid.Ê“ThisÊlegisla-
tionÊwillÊhelpÊfarmers,Êranchers,ÊandÊruralÊcommunitiesÊmoveÊ
forwardÊwithÊprojectsÊthatÊsustainÊtheirÊlivelihoodsÊandÊtheÊ
nation’sÊfoodÊsupply.” 

 
Next Steps 
 
WithÊagenciesÊalreadyÊrewritingÊNEPAÊproceduresÊandÊ

CongressÊpoisedÊforÊdebate,ÊtheÊfutureÊofÊfederalÊenvironmen-
talÊreviewÊremainsÊuncertain.Ê 

EnvironmentalÊadvocatesÊareÊbracingÊforÊaÊfight.Ê 
“WeÊwillÊcontinueÊtoÊchallengeÊanyÊeffortÊthatÊerodesÊpub-

licÊparticipationÊandÊweakensÊenvironmentalÊprotections,”ÊMs.Ê
EvansÊsaid. 

However,ÊproponentsÊofÊreformÊsayÊtheÊchangesÊareÊneces-
saryÊtoÊreduceÊcostlyÊdelaysÊforÊinfrastructureÊprojects,ÊfromÊ
waterÊdeliveryÊsystemsÊtoÊwildfireÊprevention. 

Mr.ÊKeppenÊsaidÊhisÊorganizationÊhopesÊUSDAÊandÊInteri-
orÊwillÊfullyÊtrainÊstaffÊtoÊimplementÊtheÊnewÊproceduresÊcon-
sistently.Ê 

“ByÊeliminatingÊduplicativeÊprocessesÊandÊfocusingÊre-
viewsÊwhereÊthey’reÊtrulyÊneeded,ÊweÊcanÊbetterÊmanageÊlim-
itedÊresources,”ÊheÊsaid. 

Agencies Revise NEPA Procedures (Cont’d from Page 4) 

Farm Bill Faces Uncertain Fall Amid Budget, Nominee Fights 

House Agriculture Committee  
Chairman G.T. Thompson  

(Photo courtesy of  House.gov)  



Page 6 

Monthly Briefing  AugustÊ2025 

AsÊwildfireÊrisksÊclimbÊacrossÊtheÊWest,ÊtheÊNationalÊMulti
-AgencyÊCoordinationÊGroupÊ(NMAC)ÊhasÊraisedÊtheÊnationalÊ
fireÊpreparednessÊlevelÊtoÊLevelௗ4,ÊsignalingÊheightenedÊcoor-
dinationÊandÊresourceÊmobilizationÊacrossÊfederal,Êstate,ÊandÊ
tribalÊfirefightingÊagencies. 

“ToÊprotectÊourÊpublicÊlandsÊandÊcommunitiesÊduringÊpeakÊ
fireÊseason,ÊweÊareÊelevatingÊpreparednessÊandÊmobilizingÊallÊ
handsÊonÊdeck,”ÊsaidÊU.S.ÊSecretaryÊofÊAgricultureÊBrookeௗL.Ê
Rollins.Ê“We’reÊnotÊwaitingÊforÊfiresÊtoÊstrike—we’reÊactivelyÊ
managingÊnationalÊforestlands.ÊForÊtooÊlong,Êwell-intentionedÊ
rulesÊhaveÊtiedÊtheÊhandsÊofÊourÊlandÊstewards.ÊWe’reÊrescind-
ingÊtheÊfailedÊroadlessÊruleÊandÊdeclaringÊaÊnationalÊforestÊ
emergencyÊsoÊweÊcanÊclearÊdangerousÊfuelsÊbeforeÊdisasterÊ
strikes.” 

WithÊlegislativeÊactionÊmovingÊforward,ÊaÊnearlyÊfullyÊ
staffedÊfirefightingÊworkforce,ÊandÊstepped-upÊfuel-reductionÊ
efforts,ÊofficialsÊhopeÊthisÊmulti-prongedÊstrategyÊwillÊhelpÊ
preventÊtheÊkindÊofÊcatastrophicÊ
wildfiresÊthatÊhaveÊdevastatedÊ
WesternÊlandsÊandÊcommunitiesÊinÊ
recentÊyears. 

 
Wildfire Trends:  

     Numbers on the Rise 
 
AsÊofÊJulyÊ30,Ê3.14ÊmillionÊ

acresÊhaveÊburnedÊinÊ40,247ÊfiresÊ
nationwideÊ—upÊfromÊ28,165Ê
firesÊatÊthisÊtimeÊlastÊyear,Êaccord-
ingÊtoÊtheÊNationalÊInteragencyÊ
FireÊCenter.ÊCalifornia’sÊMadreÊ
Fire,ÊatÊ80,779Êacres,ÊisÊtheÊlargestÊ
blazeÊsoÊfarÊthisÊyear. 

TheÊPalisadesÊFireÊinÊLosÊAn-
gelesÊdestroyedÊnearlyÊ7,000Ê
homes,ÊcausedÊ12Êfatalities,ÊandÊ
burnedÊmoreÊthanÊ23,000ÊacresÊatÊ
theÊbeginningÊofÊtheÊyearÊ—makingÊitÊtheÊmostÊdestructiveÊ
wildfireÊinÊtheÊcity’sÊhistory. 

 
Wildfires Put Western Irrigation Lifelines at Risk 
 
WildfiresÊinÊovergrownÊWesternÊforestsÊareÊincreasinglyÊ

threateningÊtheÊirrigationÊinfrastructureÊthatÊsustainsÊsomeÊofÊ
theÊnation’sÊmostÊproductiveÊfarmland.Ê 

LastÊmonth,ÊCircle of Blue publishedÊaÊstoryÊthatÊfeaturedÊ
coverageÊofÊseveralÊFamilyÊFarmÊAllianceÊirrigationÊdistrictsÊ
whoÊareÊdealingÊwithÊtheÊaftermathÊofÊwatershedsÊsearedÊbyÊ
wildfires.Ê 

TheÊ115-year-oldÊYakima-TietonÊIrrigationÊCanalÊinÊ
Washington’sÊYakimaÊValleyÊisÊaÊvividÊexample.ÊFollowingÊ
theÊ2024ÊRetreatÊFire,ÊwhichÊburnedÊ45,601ÊacresÊofÊnearbyÊ
stateÊandÊfederalÊforestland,ÊdestabilizedÊslopesÊsentÊboulders,Ê
trees,ÊandÊsedimentÊcrashingÊintoÊtheÊcanal’sÊ12-mileÊrouteÊ
carvedÊintoÊbasaltÊcliffs.Ê 

TheÊdamageÊhasÊcausedÊmoreÊthanÊ2,000ÊleaksÊandÊforcedÊ
theÊirrigationÊdistrictÊtoÊspendÊmillionsÊonÊemergencyÊrepairsÊ
toÊkeepÊwaterÊflowingÊtoÊ35,000ÊacresÊofÊorchards. 

SimilarÊscenariosÊareÊplayingÊoutÊacrossÊtheÊWest.ÊInÊCol-
orado,ÊOregon,ÊandÊWashington,ÊsedimentÊfromÊburnedÊwater-
shedsÊhasÊcloggedÊfishÊscreens,ÊreducedÊcanalÊcapacity,ÊandÊ
threatenedÊtoÊshutÊdownÊirrigationÊsystemsÊduringÊpeakÊgrow-
ingÊseason.Ê 

IrrigatorsÊsayÊtheÊcostÊandÊdifficultyÊofÊreplacingÊcentury-
oldÊcanalsÊandÊpipelinesÊinÊruggedÊterrainÊmakeÊproactiveÊfor-
estÊmanagementÊessential.ÊWithoutÊhealthierÊwatersheds,ÊtheÊ
riskÊofÊpost-fireÊdebrisÊflows,Êlandslides,ÊandÊfloodingÊwillÊ
continueÊtoÊgrow. 

“ThoseÊfederalÊlandsÊoverlayÊtheÊupperÊwatershedsÊthatÊ
supplyÊtheÊwaterÊforÊirrigationÊdistricts,”ÊsaidÊDanÊKeppen,Ê
executiveÊdirectorÊofÊtheÊFamilyÊFarmÊAlliance.Ê“TheÊmannerÊ
inÊwhichÊthey’reÊmanagedÊhasÊanÊimpactÊonÊourÊwaterÊsup-
ply.” 

 
USFS Firefighting Workforce Nearly Fully Staffed 

 
ÊÊÊÊÊSomeÊWesternÊstatesÊareÊex-
pressingÊconcernsÊaboutÊstaffÊre-
ductionsÊandÊcutsÊinÊfundingÊatÊ
federalÊagencies,ÊincludingÊtheÊ
U.S.ÊForestÊService,ÊwhichÊoftenÊ
partnersÊwithÊstatesÊtoÊfightÊwild-
firesÊandÊmanageÊforests.  
ÊÊÊÊ“TheÊkeyÊisÊweÊneedÊtoÊscaleÊupÊ
acrossÊtheÊboardÊifÊweÊareÊgoingÊtoÊ
meetÊourÊtargetsÊandÊkeepÊourÊ
communitiesÊsafe,”ÊPatrickÊ
Wright,ÊexecutiveÊdirectorÊofÊtheÊ
CaliforniaÊWildfireÊandÊForestÊ
ResilienceÊTaskÊForce,ÊtoldÊAgA-
lert.Ê“ThisÊcausesÊrealÊconcernÊinÊ
theÊfederalÊabilityÊtoÊstepÊupÊandÊ
meetÊourÊjointÊtargets.” 
ÊÊÊÊÊHowever,ÊtheÊForestÊServiceÊ
reportsÊitÊhasÊnowÊhiredÊ99%ÊofÊitsÊ

11,300ÊfirefighterÊtarget,ÊwithÊfullÊstaffingÊexpectedÊshortly.Ê
OfficialsÊsayÊthisÊputsÊtheÊagencyÊwellÊaheadÊofÊpreviousÊyearsÊ
inÊbuildingÊaÊfullyÊoperationalÊwildfireÊresponseÊforce. 

U.S.ÊForestÊServiceÊChiefÊTomÊSchultzÊtestifiedÊbeforeÊtheÊ
U.S.ÊSenateÊCommitteeÊonÊEnergyÊandÊNaturalÊResourcesÊ
relatedÊtoÊTrump’sÊbudgetÊrequestÊforÊtheÊForestÊServiceÊforÊ
fiscalÊyearÊ2026.Ê 

WhenÊquestionedÊaboutÊsufficientÊForestÊServiceÊfire-
fightingÊpersonnelÊthisÊyear,ÊheÊsaidÊtheÊagencyÊcurrentlyÊhasÊ
11,250Êfirefighters,ÊandÊtheÊmaximumÊthatÊisÊtypicallyÊhiredÊisÊ
11,300.  

“WeÊhaveÊnotÊmadeÊanyÊchangesÊtoÊourÊresourceÊavailabil-
ityÊthisÊyear,ÊwhetherÊit’sÊaviationÊresourcesÊorÊfirefighters,”Ê
ForestÊServiceÊChiefÊTomÊSchultzÊtoldÊtheÊU.S.ÊSenateÊCom-
mitteeÊonÊEnergyÊandÊNaturalÊResourcesÊearlierÊthisÊsummer.Ê 

 
Congress Pushes Wildfire Prevention Legislation 
 
RepublicansÊonÊCapitolÊHillÊcontinueÊeffortsÊtoÊlegislateÊaÊ

wayÊtowardÊhealthyÊWesternÊforests.Ê 

USDA Escalates Fire Readiness as Western Wildfire Season Intensifies 

Continued on Page  7 

Aerial view of the Mountain Fire, Ventura County 
(CALIFORNIA), November 2024.  
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Resources.Ê“ButÊtheÊreductionsÊcannotÊfallÊdisproportionatelyÊonÊ
oneÊsideÊofÊtheÊriver.” 

FederalÊofficialsÊhaveÊmadeÊclearÊthatÊifÊtheÊstatesÊcannotÊ
finalizeÊaÊplanÊbyÊFebruary,ÊtheÊ
InteriorÊDepartmentÊwillÊstepÊin.Ê 
ÊÊÊÊÊ“ThereÊisÊlessÊwaterÊinÊtheÊCol-
oradoÊRiver—that’sÊtheÊnewÊreali-
ty,”ÊsaidÊScottÊCameron,ÊInterior’sÊ
actingÊassistantÊsecretaryÊforÊwaterÊ
andÊscience.Ê“WeÊallÊhaveÊtoÊliveÊ
inÊtheÊphysicalÊworldÊasÊitÊis,ÊnotÊ
asÊweÊhopeÊitÊmightÊbe.” 
ÊÊÊÊÊAgriculturalÊvoicesÊhaveÊunder-
scoredÊtheÊstakesÊofÊaÊbalancedÊ
outcome.Ê 
ÊÊÊÊInÊaÊJulyÊArizona RepublicÊ 
op-ed,ÊDanÊKeppenÊofÊtheÊFamilyÊ
FarmÊAllianceÊandÊTomÊDavisÊofÊ
theÊYumaÊCountyÊWaterÊUsers’Ê
AssociationÊwarnedÊthatÊpolicyÊ
choicesÊcouldÊthreatenÊnationalÊ
foodÊsecurity.Ê 
ÊÊÊ“TheÊfreshÊfoodÊgrownÊinÊYumaÊ
feedsÊtheÊentireÊnationÊinÊwinterÊ
months,”ÊtheyÊwrote.Ê“WeÊmustÊ

protectÊtheÊfarmsÊthatÊsustainÊourÊnationÊwhileÊadaptingÊtoÊtheÊ
river’sÊchangingÊreality.” 

InÊanotherÊguestÊopinionÊinÊtheÊPalmÊSpringsÊDesert Review 
byÊMikeÊWadeÊofÊtheÊCaliforniaÊFarmÊWaterÊCoalitionÊandÊMr.Ê
KeppenÊdiscussesÊtheÊColoradoÊRiver,ÊtheÊconnectionÊbetweenÊ
farmÊwaterÊandÊfoodÊsupply,ÊwaterÊuseÊefficiency,ÊandÊwhyÊ
AmericansÊshouldÊrejectÊtheÊdeclineÊofÊdomesticÊfoodÊproductionÊ
inÊfavorÊofÊoverseasÊsources.  

“TheÊwaterÊfarmersÊuseÊdoesn’tÊstayÊonÊtheÊfarm—itÊreturnsÊ
inÊtheÊfoodÊweÊbuyÊatÊtheÊgroceryÊstore,”ÊtheyÊwrote.Ê“ThatÊfoodÊ
feedsÊnotÊjustÊmillionsÊofÊpeopleÊinÊtheÊSouthwestÊbutÊtensÊofÊ
millionsÊmoreÊacrossÊtheÊcountry.” 

AugustÊ2025 

AsÊtheÊNovemberÊdeadlineÊnearsÊforÊaÊconsensusÊagree-
mentÊonÊpost-2026ÊColoradoÊRiverÊoperations,ÊnegotiatorsÊ
fromÊtheÊsevenÊbasinÊstatesÊremainÊlockedÊinÊdifficultÊtalksÊ
overÊhowÊtoÊdivideÊwaterÊ
fromÊtheÊdrought-strickenÊ
river.ÊTheÊoutcomeÊcouldÊ
reshapeÊwaterÊmanagementÊ
forÊdecadesÊandÊcarriesÊ
majorÊimplicationsÊforÊcit-
ies,ÊTribes,ÊandÊtheÊ4Êmil-
lionÊacresÊofÊfarmlandÊthatÊ
relyÊonÊtheÊriver. 

NegotiationsÊremainÊ
tense,ÊwithÊtheÊUpperÊBa-
sinÊstates—Colorado,ÊWy-
oming,ÊUtah,ÊandÊNewÊ
Mexico—pressingÊforÊwa-
terÊuseÊtoÊalignÊmoreÊclose-
lyÊwithÊavailableÊsupply. 

ColoradoÊRiverÊCom-
missionerÊBeckyÊMitchellÊ
ofÊColoradoÊwarnedÊinÊlateÊ
JuneÊthatÊtheÊLowerÊBasinÊ
states—California,ÊArizo-
na,ÊandÊNevada—mustÊbeÊ
preparedÊtoÊacceptÊlessÊwaterÊunderÊaÊnewÊframework.Ê 

“TheÊLowerÊBasinÊreceivesÊaboutÊ62ÊpercentÊofÊtheÊ
‘naturalÊflow,’ÊwhichÊisÊtooÊhigh,”ÊMs.ÊMitchellÊsaidÊatÊaÊColo-
radoÊBasinÊRoundtableÊmeeting.Ê“ItÊisn’tÊaboutÊwinningÊorÊ
losingÊanÊargument,ÊbutÊaboutÊoperatingÊtheÊsystemÊsoÊweÊ
don’tÊallÊloseÊtheÊbenefitsÊofÊtheÊsystem.” 

LowerÊBasinÊofficialsÊwarnÊthatÊcutsÊmustÊbeÊbalancedÊandÊ
fair.Ê 

“TheÊLowerÊBasinÊhasÊalreadyÊmadeÊsignificantÊcontribu-
tionsÊtoÊstabilizeÊtheÊsystem,ÊandÊwe’reÊwillingÊtoÊcontinueÊ
workingÊonÊaÊsupply-drivenÊframework,”ÊsaidÊTomÊ
Buschatzke,ÊdirectorÊofÊtheÊArizonaÊDepartmentÊofÊWaterÊ

 
TheÊU.S.ÊHouseÊNaturalÊResourcesÊCommitteeÊadvancedÊ

threeÊkeyÊbillsÊonÊJulyÊ23: 
 
· The Put Out Fire ActÊ(H.R.ௗ178)ÊdirectsÊInteriorÊandÊ

USFSÊtoÊtakeÊimmediateÊsuppressionÊactionÊonÊhigh-
riskÊland. 

· The Proven Forest Management Act of 2025Ê
(H.R.ௗ179)ÊexpandsÊcategoricalÊexclusionsÊforÊforestÊ
managementÊprojectsÊupÊtoÊ10,000ÊacresÊacrossÊfed-
eralÊlands,ÊincludingÊtheÊTahoeÊBasin. 

· The Utah Wildfire Research Institute ActÊ(H.R.ௗ1045)Ê
createsÊaÊresearchÊcenterÊdedicatedÊtoÊwildfireÊpre-
ventionÊtechnologies. 

What Preparedness Levelௗ4 Means 
 
PreparednessÊLevelௗ4ÊreflectsÊstrainedÊfirefightingÊre-

sources,ÊsevereÊdrought,ÊheavyÊfuelÊloads,ÊandÊescalatingÊfireÊ
activity.ÊThisÊdesignationÊunlocksÊgreaterÊfederalÊsupportÊforÊ
incidentÊmanagementÊteams,Êairtankers,Êhelicopters,Êengines,Ê
andÊheavyÊequipment—workingÊinÊcloseÊcoordinationÊwithÊ
state,Êlocal,ÊandÊtribalÊagencies. 

SecretaryÊRollinsÊurgedÊWesternÊresidentsÊandÊvisitorsÊtoÊ
remainÊvigilant. 

“EnjoyÊtheÊoutdoorsÊresponsibly—yourÊcautionÊhelpsÊkeepÊ
firefightersÊsafeÊandÊcommunitiesÊprotected,”ÊsheÊsaid.Ê 

Wildfire Legislation Advanced (Continued from Page 6) 

Colorado River Negotiations Intensify as Deadline Approaches 
Stakes High for All Colorado River Basin Users  

Yuma area growers produce more than 200,000 acres of  
vegetables annually with some of the highest water-use efficiency 

rates in the country.  
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TheÊTrumpÊAdministration’sÊsweepingÊplansÊtoÊrestructureÊ
federalÊagenciesÊandÊsignificantlyÊreduceÊtheÊfederalÊwork-
forceÊgainedÊcriticalÊmomentumÊthisÊmonthÊafterÊtheÊSupremeÊ
CourtÊliftedÊaÊlowerÊcourtÊinjunctionÊblockingÊtheÊinitiatives.Ê
TheÊ8-1ÊrulingÊpermitsÊagenciesÊtoÊmoveÊforwardÊwithÊmassÊ
layoffsÊandÊrestructuring,ÊevenÊasÊtheÊlegalityÊofÊtheÊexecutiveÊ
orderÊdirectingÊtheÊcutsÊcontinuesÊtoÊbeÊchallengedÊinÊtheÊ9thÊ
CircuitÊCourtÊofÊAppeals. 

TheÊAdministration’sÊeffortsÊincludeÊlarge-scaleÊreorgani-
zationsÊatÊagenciesÊsuchÊasÊtheÊEnvironmentalÊProtectionÊ
AgencyÊ(EPA),ÊInteriorÊDepartmentÊ(DOI),ÊandÊtheÊU.S.ÊDe-
partmentÊofÊAgricultureÊ(USDA).ÊAccordingÊtoÊaÊcourtÊfiling,Ê
17ÊagenciesÊwereÊtargetedÊforÊpotentialÊreductionsÊinÊforceÊ
(RIFs),ÊimpactingÊtensÊofÊthousandsÊofÊfederalÊemployees.Ê
CriticsÊwarnÊtheÊmovesÊcouldÊ
undermineÊpublicÊhealth,Êsafety,Ê
andÊresearchÊfunctions,ÊwhileÊ
administrationÊofficialsÊargueÊ
theyÊareÊnecessaryÊtoÊaddressÊ
bloatedÊpayrolls,ÊunderutilizedÊ
facilities,ÊandÊsystemicÊineffi-
ciencies. 

 
USDA Relocation Plan    
Sparks Backlash 
 
AtÊUSDA,ÊSecretaryÊBrookeÊ

RollinsÊannouncedÊaÊcompre-
hensiveÊreorganizationÊplanÊ
aimedÊatÊ“bringingÊtheÊDepart-
mentÊcloserÊtoÊitsÊcustomers”Ê
andÊensuringÊitsÊworkforceÊ
alignsÊwithÊbudgetÊrealities.Ê 

“AmericanÊagricultureÊfeeds,Êclothes,ÊandÊfuelsÊthisÊnationÊ
andÊtheÊworld,ÊandÊitÊisÊlongÊpastÊtimeÊtheÊDepartmentÊbetterÊ
serveÊtheÊgreatÊandÊpatrioticÊfarmers,Êranchers,ÊandÊproducersÊ
weÊareÊmandatedÊtoÊsupport,”ÊSecretaryÊRollinsÊsaidÊinÊaÊJulyÊ
24Êstatement.Ê 

TheÊplanÊincludesÊrelocatingÊmuchÊofÊtheÊDepartment’sÊ
Washington,ÊD.C.-areaÊstaffÊtoÊfiveÊregionalÊhubsÊ—ÊRaleigh,Ê
KansasÊCity,ÊIndianapolis,ÊFortÊCollins,ÊandÊSaltÊLakeÊCityÊ—Ê
andÊvacatingÊorÊconsolidatingÊseveralÊcapital-regionÊfacilities,Ê
includingÊtheÊUSDAÊSouthÊBuildingÊandÊtheÊBeltsvilleÊAgri-
culturalÊResearchÊCenter.Ê 

SecretaryÊRollinsÊestimatedÊthatÊ“perhapsÊ50ÊtoÊ70Êper-
cent”ÊofÊtheÊ4,600ÊemployeesÊcurrentlyÊbasedÊinÊtheÊNationalÊ
CapitalÊRegionÊwouldÊchooseÊtoÊrelocate. 

TheÊreorganizationÊcomesÊamidÊmountingÊscrutinyÊfromÊ
lawmakersÊonÊbothÊsidesÊofÊtheÊaisle.ÊSenateÊAgricultureÊ
CommitteeÊChairÊJohnÊBoozmanÊ(R-Ark.)ÊandÊrankingÊmem-
berÊAmyÊKlobucharÊ(D-Minn.)ÊcalledÊforÊaÊhearingÊtoÊexam-
ineÊtheÊUSDAÊplan.Ê 

“TheÊU.S.ÊDepartmentÊofÊAgricultureÊplaysÊaÊcriticalÊroleÊ
inÊsupportingÊAmerica’sÊfarmers,ÊranchersÊandÊruralÊcommu-
nities,”ÊChairmanÊBoozmanÊsaid,ÊexpressingÊdisappointmentÊ
thatÊCongressÊwasÊnotÊconsultedÊpriorÊtoÊtheÊannouncement.Ê 

RankingÊMemberÊKlobucharÊwasÊmoreÊblunt.Ê 
“ObviouslyÊit'sÊcompletelyÊunacceptable,ÊandÊit'sÊgoingÊtoÊ

decimateÊresearchÊworkÊatÊtheÊUSDA,”ÊsheÊtoldÊreporters,Ê
addingÊthatÊsheÊwasÊgivenÊonlyÊ15Êminutes’ÊnoticeÊbeforeÊtheÊ
planÊwasÊmadeÊpublic.ÊSheÊwarnedÊthatÊtheÊproposedÊclosureÊ
ofÊmajorÊresearchÊfacilitiesÊcouldÊ“destroyÊtheÊwholeÊUSDA.” 

TheÊSenateÊAgricultureÊCommitteeÊlaterÊconductedÊaÊhear-
ingÊlateÊlastÊmonthÊwithÊUSDAÊDeputyÊSecretaryÊStephenÊ
VadenÊtoÊfurtherÊexamineÊtheÊreorganizationÊplan.Ê 

Mr.ÊVadenÊtoldÊlawmakersÊtheÊplanÊisÊnotÊyetÊfinalÊandÊ
emphasizedÊtheÊdepartment’sÊfocusÊonÊretainingÊstaffÊandÊde-
velopingÊfutureÊleadership.ÊUSDAÊwillÊcloseÊoneÊheadquartersÊ
buildingÊandÊthreeÊWashington-areaÊofficesÊbutÊexpectsÊmostÊ
employeesÊwillÊchooseÊtoÊrelocate. 

“WeÊwon'tÊknowÊwhetherÊthereÊmightÊbeÊonesiesÊorÊtwo-
siesÊuntilÊtheÊplanÊisÊfinalized”,ÊheÊsaid.Ê“ButÊweÊhaveÊanÊin-

tentÊthatÊifÊanÊemployeeÊwantsÊtoÊ
relocate,Êwe'veÊgotÊanÊofficeÊforÊ
them.” 
 
ÊÊÊÊÊInterior and EPA Face Deep   
     Restructuring and Layoffs 
 
ÊÊÊÊÊDOIÊhasÊalsoÊmovedÊaggressivelyÊ
toÊexpandÊitsÊlistÊofÊofficesÊsubjectÊtoÊ
RIFs.ÊInternalÊdocumentsÊshowÊthatÊ
theÊnumberÊofÊ“competitiveÊareas”Ê
—ÊcategoriesÊusedÊtoÊdetermineÊ
layoffÊeligibilityÊ—ÊhasÊsurgedÊtoÊ
moreÊthanÊ1,400,ÊencompassingÊtheÊ
BureauÊofÊReclamationÊ
(Reclamation),ÊFishÊandÊWildlifeÊ
Service,ÊBureauÊofÊSafetyÊandÊEnvi-
ronmentalÊEnforcement,ÊandÊtheÊOf-
ficeÊofÊtheÊSecretary.ÊEmployeesÊinÊ

theseÊunitsÊnowÊfaceÊtheÊpossibilityÊofÊlayoffsÊbasedÊonÊtenureÊ
andÊperformanceÊevaluations.ÊTheÊdepartmentÊhasÊalreadyÊ
reducedÊitsÊworkforceÊbyÊoverÊ11%ÊinÊrecentÊyearsÊandÊisÊpur-
suingÊfurtherÊrestructuringÊunderÊitsÊefficiencyÊinitiative. 

“ReclamationÊfacesÊmountingÊpressureÊtoÊdeliverÊreliableÊ
waterÊandÊpowerÊwithÊfewerÊfederalÊresourcesÊandÊincreasingÊ
operationalÊcomplexity,”ÊsaidÊFamilyÊFarmÊAllianceÊ
(Alliance)ÊExecutiveÊDirectorÊDanÊKeppen.Ê“ToÊremainÊeffec-
tiveÊandÊefficient,ÊReclamationÊisÊgoingÊtoÊhaveÊtoÊgetÊcreativeÊ
onÊhowÊitÊdeliversÊitsÊcoreÊmission—supportingÊtheÊWesternÊ
U.S.ÊthroughÊinfrastructureÊownership,ÊdamÊsafety,ÊwaterÊ
management,ÊandÊpowerÊgeneration” 

TheÊAllianceÊhasÊbeenÊworkingÊforÊmostÊofÊtheÊsummerÊ
withÊitsÊmembersÊandÊtheÊNationalÊWaterÊResourcesÊAssocia-
tion,ÊassemblingÊaÊsetÊofÊactionableÊrecommendationsÊforÊDOIÊ
andÊReclamationÊtoÊconsiderÊasÊReclamationÊfacesÊtheÊnear-
futureÊwithÊaÊmuch-reducedÊworkforce.ÊÊ 

AtÊtheÊEPA,ÊtheÊadministrationÊisÊpoisedÊtoÊeliminateÊtheÊ
OfficeÊofÊResearchÊandÊDevelopmentÊandÊreorganizeÊkeyÊairÊ
andÊwaterÊoffices,ÊreallocatingÊstaffÊtoÊspeedÊupÊchemicalÊre-
views.ÊEnvironmentalÊgroupsÊandÊsomeÊlawmakersÊargueÊ
theseÊchangesÊcouldÊweakenÊpublicÊhealthÊprotectionsÊbyÊ
erodingÊtheÊagency’sÊindependentÊscientificÊcapacity.Ê 

“ThisÊisÊaÊdirectÊassaultÊonÊscienceÊandÊtheÊpublic’sÊrightÊ

SCOTUS Ruling Clears the Way for Federal Workforce Cuts 

USDA Secretary Brooke Rollins and Deputy Secretary 
Stephen Vaden.  (Photo courtesy of USDA)  

Continued on Page 9 
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“OurÊorganizationsÊopposeÊtheÊcriticalÊhabitatÊdesignationÊ
asÊproposedÊdueÊtoÊtheÊirreparableÊdamageÊthatÊweÊanticipateÊ
wouldÊoccurÊtoÊcommunitiesÊthroughoutÊCalifornia.” 

TheÊcoalitionÊarguedÊthatÊtheÊproposalÊcouldÊrestrictÊagri-
culturalÊpractices,ÊwaterÊmanagement,ÊandÊwildfireÊmitigationÊ
efforts.Ê 

TheÊgroupÊalsoÊurgedÊFWSÊtoÊbetterÊcoordinateÊwithÊexist-
ingÊstateÊlawsÊandÊregulationsÊandÊtoÊrecognizeÊtheÊroleÊofÊ
grazingÊandÊforestryÊinÊreducingÊwildfireÊrisk.Ê 

“ExpandingÊcriticalÊhabitatÊdesignationsÊwithoutÊsolidÊsci-
entificÊjustification…ÊunderminesÊbothÊconservationÊeffortsÊ
andÊtheÊviabilityÊofÊworkingÊlandscapes,”ÊtheyÊconcluded. 

TheÊFWSÊextendedÊtheÊpublicÊcommentÊperiodÊfromÊMayÊ
17ÊtoÊJulyÊ28ÊfollowingÊrequestsÊfromÊstakeholders. 

AugustÊ2025 

AÊcoalitionÊofÊCaliforniaÊwater,Êagriculture,ÊandÊruralÊ
communityÊorganizations,ÊincludingÊtheÊFamilyÊFarmÊAlli-
ance,ÊisÊchallengingÊaÊU.S.ÊFishÊandÊWildlifeÊServiceÊ(FWS)Ê
proposalÊtoÊdesignateÊ760,071ÊacresÊasÊcriticalÊhabitatÊforÊfourÊ
populationsÊofÊtheÊfoothillÊyellow-leggedÊfrogÊlistedÊunderÊtheÊ
EndangeredÊSpeciesÊActÊ(ESA).Ê 

TheÊproposedÊdesignationÊspansÊ17Êcounties,ÊwithÊmoreÊ
thanÊ363,000ÊacresÊofÊtheÊaffectedÊlandÊprivatelyÊowned. 

InÊcommentsÊsubmittedÊtoÊFWSÊonÊJulyÊ28,ÊtheÊcoalition,Ê
ledÊbyÊtheÊCaliforniaÊFarmÊBureau,ÊraisedÊalarmÊaboutÊtheÊ
potentialÊeffectsÊonÊprivateÊlandownersÊandÊresourceÊmanage-
ment.Ê 

“WeÊareÊparticularlyÊconcernedÊwithÊtheÊvastÊscopeÊofÊthisÊ
proposal,ÊtheÊimpactÊonÊprivateÊlandowners,ÊandÊtheÊindirectÊ
impactsÊtheÊproposalÊcreatesÊforÊlandÊandÊresourceÊmanage-
ment,”ÊtheÊletterÊstated.Ê 

toÊaÊcleanÊandÊhealthyÊenvironment,”ÊsaidÊRepresentativeÊ
ChellieÊPingreeÊ(D-Maine).ÊÊ 

ButÊadministrationÊofficialsÊinsistÊthatÊtheÊrestructuringÊ
willÊeliminateÊredundancyÊandÊimproveÊefficiencyÊwithoutÊ
compromisingÊessentialÊfunctions. 

 
Battles Intensify as Changes Take Effect 
 
WhileÊtheÊSupremeÊCourt’sÊdecisionÊdoesÊnotÊresolveÊtheÊ

underlyingÊlegalÊchallenges,ÊitÊallowsÊtheÊAdministrationÊtoÊ
enforceÊitsÊFeb.Ê11ÊexecutiveÊorderÊandÊaccompanyingÊdirec-
tivesÊfromÊtheÊOfficeÊofÊManagementÊandÊBudgetÊandÊOfficeÊ
ofÊPersonnelÊManagement.ÊLegalÊexpertsÊcautionÊthatÊtheÊpaceÊ
ofÊreorganizationÊcouldÊmakeÊitÊdifficultÊtoÊreverseÊevenÊifÊtheÊ
9thÊCircuitÊultimatelyÊrulesÊagainstÊtheÊAdministration. 

MichaelÊFallings,ÊmanagingÊpartnerÊatÊTullyÊRinckey,Ê
warnedÊthatÊ“theÊreduction‑in‑forceÊplansÊneedÊtoÊbeÊclearÊandÊ
specificÊbecauseÊemployeesÊcanÊchallengeÊthose,”ÊaddingÊthatÊ

theÊadministration’sÊfailureÊtoÊfollowÊclearlyÊdefinedÊcriteriaÊ
couldÊopenÊtheÊdoorÊtoÊsuccessfulÊlegalÊdisputes 

RobÊLarew,ÊpresidentÊofÊtheÊNationalÊFarmersÊUnion,Ê
voicedÊconcernsÊaboutÊtheÊimpactÊofÊtheÊUSDAÊchangesÊonÊ
ruralÊcommunitiesÊandÊagriculturalÊresearch.Ê 

“TheÊreorganizationÊwillÊresultÊinÊsignificantÊstaffÊturnoverÊ
andÊlossÊofÊinstitutionalÊknowledgeÊatÊaÊtimeÊwhenÊfarmersÊ
andÊranchersÊmostÊneedÊUSDA’sÊsupport,”ÊheÊsaid.Ê“AroundÊ
15,000ÊdepartmentÊemployeesÊhaveÊalreadyÊleftÊorÊtakenÊbuy-
outsÊthisÊyearÊ—ÊandÊthat’sÊbeforeÊtheseÊlatestÊmoves.” 

SecretaryÊRollins,Êhowever,ÊframedÊtheÊchangesÊasÊpartÊofÊ
aÊbroaderÊeffortÊtoÊmodernizeÊgovernmentÊandÊshiftÊtalentÊintoÊ
theÊprivateÊsector.Ê 

“TheÊeconomyÊisÊbeginningÊtoÊthriveÊagain,”ÊsheÊsaidÊinÊaÊ
recentÊFoxÊNewsÊinterview.Ê“PresidentÊTrump’sÊvisionÊwasÊ
alwaysÊtoÊmoveÊpeopleÊoutÊofÊtheseÊgovernmentÊjobs,ÊwhereÊ
maybeÊitÊisn’tÊtheÊmostÊproductiveÊuse,ÊintoÊtheÊprivateÊsec-
tor.” 

Federal Agency Restructuring (Continued from Page 8) 

California Groups Urge Changes to FWS Yellow-Legged Frog Habitat Plan 
 

TheÊ WhiteÊ HouseÊ lastÊ monthÊ releasedÊ theÊWinningÊ theÊ
Race:Ê America’sÊ AIÊ ActionÊ Plan,Ê whichÊ outlinesÊ overÊ 90Ê
plannedÊfederalÊpolicyÊactionsÊtheÊTrumpÊadministrationÊplansÊ
toÊ implementÊ toÊ speedÊ upÊ artificialÊ intelligenceÊ developmentÊ
nationwide.  

TheÊ orderÊ definesÊ dataÊ centerÊ projectsÊ asÊ thoseÊ requiringÊ
moreÊ thanÊ 100ÊmegawattsÊ ofÊ newÊ electricalÊ loadÊ andÊ directsÊ
multipleÊfederalÊagenciesÊtoÊeaseÊpermittingÊrequirements.Ê 

KeyÊprovisionsÊincludeÊdirectingÊtheÊCouncilÊonÊEnviron-
mentalÊQualityÊ toÊ developÊ newÊ categoricalÊ exclusionsÊ underÊ
theÊ NationalÊ EnvironmentalÊ PolicyÊ Act,Ê instructingÊ theÊ 
EnvironmentalÊProtectionÊAgencyÊ toÊexpediteÊpermittingÊun-
derÊtheÊCleanÊAirÊActÊandÊCleanÊWaterÊAct,ÊandÊrequiringÊtheÊ 
DepartmentsÊofÊtheÊInteriorÊandÊEnergyÊtoÊpreemptivelyÊcon-
sultÊonÊcommonÊconstructionÊactivitiesÊunderÊtheÊEndangeredÊ
SpeciesÊAct. 

WhileÊWesternÊwaterÊresourcesÊperÊseÊweren’tÊsingledÊoutÊ
inÊreviewsÊofÊtheÊAIÊActionÊPlan,ÊtheÊwater-intensiveÊnatureÊofÊ
dataÊcenterÊinfrastructureÊandÊtheÊproposedÊNEPAÊrollbacksÊ
andÊregulatoryÊexemptionsÊtriggeredÊsignificantÊconcern.Ê 

Critics—particularlyÊRep.ÊMarjorieÊTaylorÊGreeneÊ 
(R‑GA)—highlightedÊthatÊhyperscaleÊAIÊdataÊcentersÊcon-
sumeÊmassiveÊvolumesÊofÊwaterÊforÊcooling,ÊwhichÊmayÊstrainÊ
localÊwaterÊsuppliesÊandÊleadÊtoÊinterstateÊcompetitionÊandÊ
conflict.ÊGreeneÊdescribedÊtheseÊfacilitiesÊasÊ“blackÊholes”ÊofÊ
waterÊconsumptionÊandÊexpressedÊconcernÊaboutÊcommunitiesÊ
losingÊwaterÊtoÊcorporateÊfacilities.Ê 

“WhileÊIÊunderstandÊtheÊmanyÊpromisedÊbenefitsÊofÊAI,ÊIÊ
remainÊcommittedÊtoÊprotectingÊstateÊrights,ÊhumanÊjobs,Êhu-
manÊlives,ÊhumanÊrights,ÊourÊenvironmentÊandÊcriticalÊwaterÊ
supply,”ÊsheÊwroteÊonÊX. 

California Groups Urge Changes to FWS Yellow-Legged Frog Habitat Plan 

White House Issues Executive Actions Regarding Data CentersÊ 
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TheÊTrumpÊAdministrationÊlastÊmonthÊunveiledÊtheÊNa-
tionalÊFarmÊSecurityÊActionÊPlan,ÊaÊsweepingÊeffortÊtoÊtreatÊ
U.S.ÊagricultureÊasÊaÊcornerstoneÊofÊnationalÊsecurity.Ê 

TheÊinitiative,ÊspearheadedÊbyÊU.S.ÊSecretaryÊofÊAgricul-
tureÊBrookeÊRollins,ÊseeksÊtoÊcurbÊforeignÊownershipÊofÊ
AmericanÊfarmland,ÊenhanceÊagriculturalÊsupplyÊchainÊresili-
ence,ÊandÊsafeguardÊcriticalÊinfrastructureÊfromÊforeignÊadver-
saries. 

“WeÊfeedÊtheÊworld.ÊWeÊleadÊ
theÊworld.ÊAndÊwe’llÊneverÊletÊ
foreignÊadversariesÊcontrolÊourÊ
land,ÊourÊlabs,ÊorÊourÊliveli-
hoods,”ÊSecretaryÊRollinsÊsaidÊ
lastÊmonth’sÊannouncement.Ê
“ThisÊActionÊPlanÊputsÊAmerica’sÊ
farmers,Êfamilies,ÊandÊfutureÊ
first—exactlyÊwhereÊtheyÊbe-
long.” 

TheÊannouncementÊfollowedÊ
theÊrecentÊarrestÊofÊforeignÊna-
tionalsÊaccusedÊofÊsmugglingÊaÊ
noxiousÊfungusÊintoÊtheÊU.S.,ÊaÊ
potentialÊagroterrorismÊweapon.Ê
OfficialsÊcitedÊtheÊcaseÊasÊevi-
denceÊofÊvulnerabilitiesÊinÊtheÊ
foodÊandÊagricultureÊsupplyÊ
chain. 
 
      Key Provisions and  
      Expanded Authority 

 
TheÊseven-pointÊplanÊproposesÊstricterÊoversightÊofÊforeignÊ

purchasesÊofÊfarmland,ÊnewÊpenaltiesÊforÊviolations,ÊandÊ
greaterÊinvestmentÊinÊdomesticÊagriculturalÊmanufacturing.Ê 

ItÊalsoÊseeksÊtoÊfortifyÊplantÊandÊanimalÊhealthÊprograms,Ê
enhanceÊcybersecurityÊforÊfoodÊsystems,ÊandÊtightenÊre-
strictionsÊonÊforeignÊinvolvementÊinÊagriculturalÊresearch. 

LaterÊinÊtheÊmonth,ÊSecretaryÊRollinsÊexpandedÊtheÊinitia-
tiveÊbyÊlaunchingÊaÊForeignÊFarmÊLandÊPurchasesÊdatabaseÊ
andÊaÊwebÊportalÊforÊanonymousÊreportingÊofÊillegalÊtransac-
tions.Ê 

SheÊalsoÊsignedÊaÊmemorandumÊofÊunderstandingÊwithÊtheÊ
TreasuryÊDepartment,ÊgivingÊtheÊUSDAÊaÊseatÊatÊtheÊCommit-
teeÊonÊForeignÊInvestmentÊinÊtheÊUnitedÊStatesÊ(CFIUS)ÊforÊ
agriculture-relatedÊtransactions. 

“GoneÊareÊtheÊdaysÊofÊforeignÊadversariesÊtakingÊad-
vantageÊofÊourÊfarmland,Êfarmers,ÊandÊprogramsÊpaidÊforÊbyÊ
AmericanÊtaxpayers,”ÊSecretaryÊRollinsÊsaid.Ê“TheÊNationalÊ
FarmÊSecurityÊActionÊPlanÊwasÊaÊfirstÊstep…ÊOurÊworkÊisÊfarÊ
fromÊdone.” 

SecretaryÊofÊDefenseÊPeteÊHegsethÊechoedÊtheÊurgency. 
“ForeignÊownershipÊofÊlandÊnearÊstrategicÊbasesÊandÊU.S.Ê

militaryÊinstallationsÊposesÊaÊseriousÊthreatÊtoÊourÊnationalÊ
security,”ÊheÊsaid.ÊTheÊFarmÊSecurityÊPlanÊwillÊputÊAmericaÊ
FirstÊandÊkeepÊourÊbasesÊsecure.” 

Praise and Support from Capitol Hill GOP  
 
TheÊplanÊhasÊdrawnÊstrongÊsupportÊfromÊcongressionalÊ

Republicans.ÊSenatorÊRogerÊMarshallÊ(R-KANSAS)ÊcalledÊ
theÊinitiativeÊ“imperative,”. 

“FarmÊsecurityÊisÊnationalÊsecurity,ÊandÊitÊisÊimperativeÊ
thatÊweÊstartÊrecognizingÊthisÊbeforeÊitÊisÊtooÊlate,”ÊsaidÊSena-
torÊMarschall.Ê 

ÊÊÊÊÊSenatorÊCynthiaÊLummisÊ(R-
WYOMING)ÊpraisedÊtheÊcrack-
downÊonÊforeignÊownership,Êde-
claring,Ê“TheÊCCPÊhasÊnoÊplaceÊ
owningÊAmericanÊfarmland.” 
      
   Critics Raise Concerns  
   About Implementation 
 
ÊÊÊÊÊWhileÊmanyÊlawmakersÊandÊ
industryÊgroupsÊbackÊtheÊeffort,Ê
someÊagricultureÊadvocatesÊworryÊ
aboutÊtheÊunintendedÊconsequenc-
esÊofÊsweepingÊrestrictionsÊonÊlandÊ
transactions.ÊSeveralÊDemocratsÊ
expressedÊconcernÊaboutÊtheÊlackÊ
ofÊconsultationÊwithÊCongress.ÊÊÊ
EnvironmentalÊgroupsÊalsoÊargueÊ
thatÊfocusingÊnarrowlyÊonÊforeignÊ

ownershipÊcouldÊdistractÊfromÊbroaderÊissuesÊaffectingÊfoodÊ
security,ÊsuchÊasÊclimateÊchangeÊandÊlaborÊshortages.Ê 

     
A New Security Frontier 
 
SupportersÊargueÊthatÊtheÊFarmÊSecurityÊPlanÊalignsÊwithÊ

bipartisanÊconcernsÊaboutÊforeignÊownershipÊofÊfarmland,Ê
whichÊhasÊgrownÊsteadilyÊinÊrecentÊyears.ÊInÊ2023,ÊtheÊSenateÊ
votedÊ91-7ÊtoÊblockÊbusinessesÊbasedÊinÊChinaÊfromÊpurchas-
ingÊU.S.Êfarmland,ÊafterÊaÊhigh-profileÊattemptÊtoÊbuyÊ
croplandÊnearÊaÊmilitaryÊbaseÊinÊNorthÊDakota. 

“FoodÊpolicyÊisÊnationalÊsecurityÊpolicy,”ÊsaidÊSecretaryÊofÊ
HomelandÊSecurityÊKristiÊNoem.Ê“AÊcountryÊwhoÊcannotÊfeedÊ
itself…ÊisÊnotÊsecure.ÊWeÊwillÊneverÊletÊanyÊotherÊcountryÊcon-
trolÊourÊfoodÊsupply.” 

DanÊKeppen,ÊExecutiveÊDirectorÊofÊtheÊFamilyÊFarmÊAlli-
ance,ÊsaidÊtheÊplanÊreflectsÊtheÊrealityÊthatÊfoodÊproductionÊandÊ
nationalÊsecurityÊareÊinseparable.Ê 

“LessÊdomesticÊfoodÊproductionÊmeansÊmoreÊglobalÊcom-
petitionÊandÊhigherÊpricesÊforÊAmericanÊconsumers,”ÊKeppenÊ
noted.Ê“InÊtheÊWesternÊU.S.,ÊthatÊmeansÊweÊneedÊwaterÊalloca-
tionÊpoliciesÊthatÊsupportÊWesternÊfarmsÊproducingÊatÊcapacity,Ê
becauseÊtheÊabilityÊofÊtheÊU.S.ÊtoÊfeedÊitselfÊisÊaÊcornerstoneÊofÊ
security.” 

TheÊUSDAÊplansÊfurtherÊactionÊinÊcomingÊmonthsÊasÊitÊ
buildsÊpartnershipsÊwithÊgovernors,ÊstateÊlegislators,ÊandÊfed-
eralÊagenciesÊtoÊintegrateÊagricultureÊintoÊbroaderÊnationalÊ
securityÊefforts.Ê 

Trump Administration Elevates Ag as National Security Priority 

Secretary Rollins introduces USDA’s National Farm 
Security Action Plan on the steps of the national Capitol. 

(Photo courtesy of USDA) 
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AsÊtheÊHouseÊdepartedÊforÊitsÊsix-weekÊAugustÊrecess,ÊtheÊ
SenateÊpushedÊaheadÊonÊseveralÊofÊitsÊfiscalÊyearÊ(FY)Ê2026Ê
appropriationsÊbills,ÊthoughÊpartisanÊdisputesÊoverÊspendingÊ
levelsÊandÊpolicyÊridersÊthreatenedÊtoÊderailÊprogress.ÊLaw-
makersÊonÊbothÊsidesÊofÊtheÊCapitolÊacknowledgedÊthatÊaÊstop-
gapÊcontinuingÊresolutionÊ(CR)ÊwouldÊlikelyÊbeÊnecessaryÊtoÊ
avoidÊaÊgovernmentÊshutdownÊwhenÊtheÊnewÊfiscalÊyearÊbe-
ginsÊOctoberÊ1. 

 
Senate Moves Minibus and Key Bills Forward 
 
InÊtheÊfinalÊdaysÊbeforeÊtheÊrecess,ÊtheÊSenateÊAppropria-

tionsÊCommitteeÊmarkedÊupÊitsÊDefenseÊandÊLabor-HHS-
EducationÊfundingÊbillsÊandÊadvancedÊitsÊfirstÊ“minibus”Ê
package,ÊwhichÊincludedÊMilitaryÊConstruction–VA,ÊAgricul-
ture–FDA,ÊandÊCommerce-Justice-Science.ÊCommitteeÊlead-
ersÊrepeatedlyÊemphasizedÊtheÊneedÊforÊaÊbipartisanÊpathÊfor-
ward. 

“WeÊareÊcommittedÊtoÊkeepingÊtheÊgovernmentÊfundedÊinÊaÊ
responsibleÊway,”ÊsaidÊSenateÊAppropriationsÊChairÊPattyÊ
MurrayÊ(D-WASHINGTON).Ê“ThatÊmeansÊrejectingÊunneces-
saryÊrescissions,ÊupholdingÊpriorÊbipartisanÊagreements,ÊandÊ
ensuringÊvitalÊprogramsÊaren’tÊgutted.” 

 
Sen. Kennedy Blocks Energy-Water Bill Over Funding 
 
ButÊthatÊmessageÊmetÊresistanceÊfromÊsomeÊRepublicanÊ

members.ÊSen.ÊJohnÊKennedyÊ(R-LA),ÊwhoÊchairsÊtheÊEnergy-
WaterÊAppropriationsÊSubcommittee,ÊheldÊupÊhisÊpanel’sÊbillÊ
overÊitsÊtop-lineÊfundingÊlevel.ÊCommitteeÊleadersÊhadÊstruckÊ
aÊbipartisanÊdealÊtoÊincreaseÊtheÊbill’sÊbudgetÊbyÊ3%ÊtoÊ$59.9Ê
billion,ÊbutÊSenatorÊKennedyÊdemandedÊaÊ3%ÊcutÊinstead,Ê
largelyÊtargetingÊcleanÊenergyÊinitiatives. 

“WeÊcan’tÊjustÊkeepÊspendingÊmoneyÊlikeÊit’sÊwater,”ÊSen-
atorÊKennedyÊsaid.Ê“AÊ3%ÊcutÊisÊreasonable,ÊespeciallyÊwhenÊ
soÊmanyÊofÊtheseÊdollarsÊareÊgoingÊtoÊprogramsÊthatÊdon’tÊ
haveÊmeasurableÊoutcomes.” 

SenatorÊMurrayÊandÊRankingÊMemberÊSusanÊCollinsÊ(R-
ME)ÊarguedÊthatÊMr.ÊKennedy’sÊmoveÊcouldÊjeopardizeÊfund-
ingÊforÊcoreÊprogramsÊatÊtheÊDepartmentÊofÊEnergyÊandÊtheÊ
ArmyÊCorpsÊofÊEngineers.Ê 

“WeÊneedÊtoÊensureÊthatÊenergyÊinfrastructureÊandÊwaterÊ
resourceÊprojectsÊareÊproperlyÊsupported,”ÊSenatorÊCollinsÊ
said.Ê“ThisÊisÊaboutÊmaintainingÊreliabilityÊandÊsecurity.” 

 
Deep Divisions Between House and Senate 
 
TheÊdisputeÊreflectedÊbroaderÊpartisanÊdividesÊthatÊslowedÊ

theÊappropriationsÊprocess.ÊInÊtheÊHouse,ÊRepublicansÊhadÊ
alreadyÊpassedÊtheirÊDefenseÊandÊMilitaryÊConstruction–VAÊ
billsÊlargelyÊalongÊpartyÊlines,ÊinÊalignmentÊwithÊTrumpÊAd-
ministrationÊpriorities,ÊandÊmovedÊaÊsweepingÊ$38ÊbillionÊ
Interior-EnvironmentÊspendingÊbillÊthatÊslashedÊtheÊEnviron-
mentalÊProtectionÊAgency’sÊbudgetÊbyÊ23%. 

HouseÊAppropriationsÊChairÊTomÊColeÊ(R-OKLAHOMA)Ê
defendedÊtheÊcuts,Êsaying,Ê“WeÊareÊrestoringÊfiscalÊdisciplineÊ
andÊreiningÊinÊoverreachÊbyÊagenciesÊlikeÊEPA.ÊTheseÊreduc-

tionsÊbringÊspendingÊcloserÊtoÊwhereÊitÊneedsÊtoÊbe.” 
TheÊHouseÊbillÊalsoÊincludesÊconservativeÊpolicyÊridersÊ

aimedÊatÊrollingÊbackÊBiden-eraÊregulations,ÊlimitingÊEndan-
geredÊSpeciesÊActÊlistings,ÊandÊpromotingÊconventionalÊener-
gyÊandÊcriticalÊmineralsÊdevelopment.Ê 

DemocratsÊonÊtheÊcommitteeÊblastedÊtheÊmeasure,ÊnotingÊitÊ
eliminatedÊfundingÊforÊkeyÊenvironmentalÊprogramsÊandÊim-
posedÊconservativeÊpolicyÊridersÊrollingÊbackÊBiden-eraÊregu-
lations.Ê 

“TheseÊcutsÊwouldÊdevastateÊcleanÊwaterÊinfrastructureÊ
andÊrollÊbackÊdecadesÊofÊenvironmentalÊprotections,”ÊsaidÊ
Rep.ÊRosaÊDeLauroÊ(D-CT),ÊtheÊpanel’sÊtopÊDemocrat. 

ByÊcontrast,ÊtheÊSenateÊAppropriationsÊCommitteeÊad-
vancedÊaÊ$41.5ÊbillionÊbipartisanÊInterior-EnvironmentÊbillÊ
thatÊrejectedÊtheÊHouse’sÊdeepÊcuts.Ê 

“WeÊsimplyÊcannotÊaffordÊtoÊhollowÊoutÊtheÊagenciesÊthatÊ
protectÊourÊair,Êwater,ÊandÊpublicÊlands,”ÊSenatorÊMurrayÊsaid. 

 
Agriculture Bill Shows Rare Bipartisan Agreement 
 
TheÊAgricultureÊAppropriationsÊbill,ÊoneÊofÊtheÊfewÊbrightÊ

spotsÊforÊbipartisanÊcooperation,ÊpassedÊtheÊSenateÊcommitteeÊ
unanimouslyÊonÊJulyÊ10.ÊTheÊSenateÊCommitteeÊbill’sÊConser-
vationÊOperationsÊtitleÊincludesÊ$895MÊforÊNaturalÊResourcesÊ
ConservationÊServiceÊ(NRCS)ÊtechnicalÊandÊfinancialÊassis-
tanceÊtoÊfarmersÊandÊranchersÊtoÊsupportÊAmerica’sÊworkingÊ
lands,ÊtheÊsameÊasÊlastÊyear.ÊThereÊisÊ$52MÊforÊWatershedÊandÊ
FloodÊPreventionÊOperations.Ê 

“ThisÊimportantÊbillÊsupportsÊourÊfarmers,ÊruralÊcommuni-
ties,ÊandÊcriticalÊnutritionÊprograms,”ÊSenatorÊCollinsÊsaid.Ê 

SubcommitteeÊChairÊJohnÊHoevenÊ(R-NORTHÊDAKO-
TA)ÊaddedÊthatÊtheÊmeasureÊ“makesÊimportantÊinvestmentsÊtoÊ
ensureÊAmerica’sÊproducersÊhaveÊtheÊtoolsÊtheyÊneedÊwhileÊ
maintainingÊstrongÊsupportÊforÊagriculturalÊresearchÊandÊfoodÊ
safety.” 

ButÊdifferencesÊremainedÊwithÊtheÊHouseÊAgricultureÊplan,Ê
whichÊreducedÊdiscretionaryÊspendingÊbyÊ4.2%ÊandÊtargetedÊ
climateÊandÊconservationÊprogramsÊforÊcuts.Ê 

WithÊjustÊtwoÊmonthsÊleftÊbeforeÊtheÊendÊofÊtheÊfiscalÊyear,Ê
leadersÊonÊbothÊsidesÊprivatelyÊacknowledgedÊthatÊnegotia-
tionsÊwouldÊlikelyÊstretchÊintoÊtheÊfall.Ê 

“There’sÊnoÊquestionÊwe’reÊgoingÊtoÊneedÊaÊcontinuingÊ
resolution,”ÊSenatorÊCollinsÊsaid.Ê“TheÊquestionÊisÊwhetherÊweÊ
canÊgetÊtheseÊbillsÊcloseÊenoughÊtogetherÊinÊtheÊinterimÊtoÊ
avoidÊanotherÊyearlongÊomnibus.” 

SenatorÊMurrayÊwarnedÊthatÊbrinkmanshipÊcouldÊleadÊtoÊ
anotherÊshutdownÊshowdown.Ê 

“We’veÊseenÊthisÊmovieÊbefore,”ÊsheÊsaid.Ê“IfÊRepublicansÊ
insistÊonÊextremeÊcutsÊandÊpartisanÊriders,ÊweÊriskÊhurtingÊ
families,ÊsmallÊbusinesses,ÊandÊourÊeconomy.ÊThat’sÊnotÊanÊ
option.” 

ForÊnow,ÊtheÊSenate’sÊactionsÊduringÊJulyÊsetÊtheÊstageÊforÊ
toughÊnegotiationsÊwithÊtheÊHouseÊwhenÊmembersÊreturnÊinÊ
September. 

“JustÊaroundÊtheÊtimeÊwe’llÊhaveÊourÊmembersÊbackÊinÊ
D.C.ÊforÊourÊfarmerÊlobbyistÊtrip,”ÊsaidÊFamilyÊFarmÊAllianceÊ
ExecutiveÊDirectorÊDanÊKeppen.ÊÊÊ 

Senate Advances Spending Bills as House Leaves for Recess, Showdown Looms 
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Committee Action on Wildfire and Water 
 
TheÊfullÊHouseÊNaturalÊResourcesÊCommitteeÊadvancedÊ

H.R.Ê435,ÊtheÊDirect Hire to Fight Fires,ÊauthoredÊbyÊRep.Ê
DarrellÊIssaÊ(R-CALIFORNIA),ÊwhichÊgivesÊtheÊSecretariesÊofÊ
AgricultureÊandÊtheÊInteriorÊpermanentÊauthorityÊtoÊquicklyÊ
hireÊqualifiedÊwildlandÊfirefighters.ÊAnotherÊkeyÊbill,ÊH.R.Ê831,Ê
theÊLower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Pro-
gram Amendment Act,ÊintroducedÊbyÊRep.ÊKenÊCalvertÊ(R-
CALIFORNIA),ÊallowsÊnon-federalÊprogramÊfundsÊtoÊaccrueÊ
interest,ÊhelpingÊoffsetÊinflationÊwithoutÊadditionalÊtaxpayerÊ
costs. 

“ProvidingÊadditionalÊresourcesÊforÊtheÊLowerÊColoradoÊ
RiverÊMulti‑SpeciesÊConservationÊProgramÊatÊnoÊcostÊtoÊtax-
payersÊwillÊsupportÊoneÊofÊourÊmostÊimportantÊnaturalÊre-
sourcesÊinÊtheÊSouthwest,"ÊRep.ÊCalvertÊstated. 

 
Improved Forecasting and Western Water Bills 
 
OnÊJulyÊ14,ÊtheÊImproving Atmospheric River Forecasts 

ActÊ(H.R.Ê4302)ÊwasÊreintroducedÊbyÊWesternÊCaucusÊViceÊ
ChairÊJayÊObernolteÊ(R-CALIFORNIA)ÊandÊaÊbipartisanÊgroupÊ
ofÊlawmakers.ÊTheÊmeasureÊwouldÊcreateÊanÊatmosphericÊriverÊ
forecastÊimprovementÊprogramÊatÊtheÊNationalÊOceanicÊandÊ
AtmosphericÊAdministrationÊ(NOAA)ÊtoÊbetterÊpredictÊsevereÊ
stormÊevents. 

TheÊHouseÊalsoÊpassedÊbillsÊcodifyingÊexecutiveÊordersÊandÊ
expandingÊenergyÊdevelopment,ÊincludingÊH.R.Ê1044ÊbyÊRep.Ê
DavidÊValadaoÊ(R-CALIFORNIA),ÊwhichÊextendsÊtheÊKaweahÊ
ProjectÊhydroelectricÊpermitÊforÊ40Êyears,ÊandÊH.R.Ê4297,ÊtheÊ
Bolts Ditch Act,ÊintroducedÊbyÊRep.ÊJoeÊNeguseÊ(D-
COLORADO),ÊwhichÊenablesÊmoreÊlocalÊentitiesÊtoÊmaintainÊ
andÊrepairÊtheÊBoltsÊDitchÊheadgate. 

“TheseÊbipartisanÊmeasuresÊshowÊthatÊCongressÊcanÊworkÊ
togetherÊtoÊsecureÊwaterÊsupplies,ÊimproveÊenvironmentalÊ
stewardship,ÊandÊprotectÊcommunitiesÊfromÊwildfireÊandÊflood-
ing,”ÊWestermanÊsaid. 

AsÊCongressÊreturnsÊfromÊrecess,ÊtheseÊbillsÊareÊexpectedÊtoÊ
continueÊadvancingÊthroughÊtheÊlegislativeÊprocess. 

AugustÊ2025 

InÊtheÊfinalÊdaysÊleadingÊupÊtoÊtheÊAugustÊcongressionalÊ
recess,ÊtheÊU.S.ÊHouseÊofÊRepresentativesÊandÊitsÊcommitteesÊ
movedÊforwardÊwithÊaÊseriesÊofÊbipartisanÊbillsÊaimedÊatÊad-
dressingÊcriticalÊWesternÊwater,Êforestry,ÊandÊwildlifeÊmanage-
mentÊissues.ÊFromÊadvancingÊspeciesÊmanagementÊreformsÊtoÊ
improvingÊstormÊforecasting,ÊlawmakersÊacrossÊtheÊaisleÊ
pushedÊthroughÊlegislationÊdesignedÊtoÊprovideÊpracticalÊsolu-
tionsÊforÊcommunitiesÊandÊecosystemsÊacrossÊtheÊcountry. 

 
House Floor Activity 
 
SeveralÊhigh-profileÊbillsÊclearedÊtheÊHouseÊfloorÊwithÊ

strongÊbipartisanÊsupport.ÊAmongÊthemÊwasÊtheÊFinish the 
Arkansas Valley Conduit Act,ÊintroducedÊbyÊRep.ÊLaurenÊBoe-
bertÊ(R-COLORADO),ÊwhichÊwillÊreduceÊcost-prohibitiveÊ
interestÊpaymentsÊforÊPueblo,ÊColoradoÊcommunitiesÊworkingÊ
toÊcompleteÊaÊvitalÊwaterÊinfrastructureÊproject.Ê 

“ThisÊprojectÊisÊcriticalÊforÊensuringÊsafeÊdrinkingÊwaterÊ
forÊthousandsÊofÊColoradans,”ÊRep.ÊBoebertÊsaid. 
 
ÊÊÊÊÊSpecies Management and Environmental Law Reforms 

 
TheÊHouseÊSubcommitteeÊonÊWater,ÊWildlifeÊandÊFisheriesÊ

alsoÊheldÊaÊlegislativeÊhearingÊonÊsixÊbillsÊandÊaÊdiscussionÊ
draftÊaimedÊatÊimprovingÊspeciesÊmanagementÊandÊreformingÊ
theÊMarineÊMammalÊProtectionÊActÊ(MMPA).ÊSubcommitteeÊ
ChairÊHarrietÊHagemanÊ(R-WYOMING)ÊemphasizedÊtheÊneedÊ
forÊmoreÊpracticalÊapproaches. 

“Today’sÊhearingÊunderscoresÊourÊcommitmentÊtoÊensuringÊ
thatÊfederalÊenvironmentalÊlawsÊworkÊforÊtheÊAmericanÊpeo-
ple,”ÊRep.ÊHagemanÊsaid.Ê“TheseÊbillsÊreflectÊaÊmuch-neededÊ
shiftÊtowardÊtransparency,ÊflexibilityÊandÊcommonÊsenseÊinÊ
howÊweÊmanageÊourÊnaturalÊresources.” 

KeyÊproposalsÊincludedÊRep.ÊNickÊBegich’sÊ(R-Alaska)Ê
discussionÊdraftÊtoÊreduceÊregulatoryÊuncertaintyÊunderÊtheÊ
MMPAÊandÊRep.ÊMcClintock’sÊEndangered Species Trans-
parency and Reasonableness Act of 2025Ê(H.R.Ê180),ÊwhichÊ
wouldÊrequireÊfederalÊagenciesÊtoÊpublishÊallÊscientificÊdataÊ
underlyingÊendangeredÊspeciesÊlistingÊandÊhabitatÊdesigna-
tions.ÊTheÊbillÊalsoÊplacesÊcapsÊonÊattorneys’ÊfeesÊforÊlawsuitsÊ
filedÊunderÊtheÊEndangeredÊSpeciesÊActÊ(ESA). 

TheÊAssociationÊofÊCaliforniaÊWaterÊAgenciesÊ(ACWA),Ê
theÊFamilyÊFarmÊAlliance,ÊandÊsixÊotherÊpublicÊwaterÊagenciesÊ
andÊassociationsÊhaveÊfiledÊanÊamicusÊbriefÊinÊsupportÊofÊUnit-
edÊWaterÊConservationÊDistrict’sÊpetitionÊforÊrehearingÊinÊaÊ
caseÊwithÊsweepingÊimplicationsÊforÊCaliforniaÊwaterÊrights. 

OnÊAprilÊ2,Ê2025,ÊtheÊU.S.ÊCourtÊofÊAppealsÊforÊtheÊFeder-
alÊCircuitÊissuedÊaÊrulingÊinÊUnited Water Conservation Dis-
trict v. United StatesÊthatÊallowsÊtheÊfederalÊgovernmentÊtoÊ
curtailÊupÊtoÊ99.5%ÊofÊaÊstate-licensedÊwaterÊagency’sÊwaterÊ
useÊwithoutÊprovidingÊjustÊcompensation.ÊThisÊdecision,Ê
ACWAÊandÊitsÊpartnersÊargue,ÊthreatensÊbothÊtheÊconstitution-
alÊpropertyÊrightsÊofÊstate-licensedÊwaterÊrightsÊholdersÊandÊ
theÊlong-termÊoperationalÊstabilityÊofÊpublicÊwaterÊagencies. 

“ThisÊisÊaÊcriticalÊissueÊimpactingÊCalifornia'sÊwaterÊrightsÊ
systemÊandÊpublicÊwaterÊagenciesÊacrossÊtheÊWesternÊUnitedÊ
States,”ÊsaidÊAllianceÊGeneralÊCounselÊNormÊSemanko. 

JoiningÊACWAÊandÊtheÊAllianceÊonÊtheÊbriefÊwereÊtheÊCali-
forniaÊSpecialÊDistrictsÊAssociation,ÊModestoÊIrrigationÊDis-
trict,ÊRowlandÊWaterÊDistrict,ÊSouthÊSanÊJoaquinÊIrrigationÊ
District,ÊSantaÊClaritaÊValleyÊWaterÊAgency,ÊandÊTurlockÊIrri-
gationÊDistrict. 

TheÊcoalitionÊbriefÊemphasizedÊtheÊimportanceÊofÊdefend-
ingÊtheÊintegrityÊofÊCalifornia’sÊwaterÊrightsÊsystemÊandÊtheÊ
FifthÊAmendmentÊrightsÊofÊagenciesÊandÊlandownersÊ
statewide. 

Alliance Backs United Water in Critical Water Rights Appeal 

House Advances Bills to Tackle Resources Challenges Before August Recess 
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Conference Highlights 
 
Then and Now: The Evolution and Vi-
sion of the Family Farm Alliance - a mul-
tiple panel, dynamic featuring veteran and 
emerging leaders from the Alliance.  

“Monarch Butterfly Rulemaking: Realiz-
ing More Winners”  

Western Groundwater Management—
expert panel discussion moderated by in-
coming Alliance executive director Saman-
tha Barncastle.  

Bridging the Currents: Farms, Fish, and 
the Future of the Columbia River Sys-
tem - panel discussion bringing together 
irrigation leaders and Native American trib-
al representatives to discuss the issues 
shaping the Columbia River.  

Snake River Water Quality Partnership – 
panel discussion that will discuss this part-
nership, which blends hydropower mitiga-
tion, data-driven restoration, irrigation mod-
ernization, and stakeholder coordination to 
revitalize the mid-Snake River.  

Reclamation Roundtable  

A Look at DC from Capitol Hill 

…..and much more!  

SAVE THE DATE: October 30-31, 2025 
The 2025 Annual Meeting and Conference is an opportunity 
for producers, policy makers and water professionals from 
throughout the West to focus on topics of critical concern.  

A wide variety of speakers will take on the issues that make a 
difference to irrigators. Members of Congress and their staff,  
Administration officials, and representatives from constructive 
NGOs are regulars on the program.  

Join us this fall in Reno for the 2025 Family Farm 

Alliance Annual Meeting and Conference!  

This year’s theme, Flowing Forward: Shaping the 

Future of Western Water, captures the urgency 

and opportunity facing Western irrigated  

agriculture.  

Against the backdrop of historic political change 

in Washington, severe drought, and persistent 

wildfire threats, this conference offers a timely 

forum to advance collaborative, community-

driven solutions.  

Silver Legacy Resort     Reno, NV 

Conference agenda coming soon!  

Go to www.familyfarmalliance.org  
to register today with online and mail-

in options.  

Sponsorship and exhibitor booth  
opportunities are also available! 


