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Source: USGS

Applied: applied to field

Consumptive: evapotranspiration

Withdrawals : surface and groundwater diversions
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US Water Withdrawals, 2010
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US water withdrawals by water-use category, 1950-2010



Idaho, 2nd in irrigation withdrawals

Source:  Estimated Use of Water In the United States in 2010, USGS Circular 1405
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17 western states: sprinkler acreage has increased 
but applied water and irrigated acres are stable 

Irrigated acres, 39.1 (1984) to 39.6M 
acres (2013)

Applied water, 74 (1984) to 76 maf 
(2013)

Gravity acres declined from 62% 
(1984) to 34% (2013) 

Sprinkler water increased from 28% 
(1984) to 59% (2013)
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The views expressed are those of the author(s) and should not be attributed to the Economic Research Service or USDA.

Idaho, 5th in 

irrigated acres

73% (41M acres) of U.S. 
irrigated acres are in 17 
Western States

From 2007 to 2012, irrigated 
acres declined by 777,000 
acres

Decreases OR 215,000; CA 
154,000; NM 150,000; TX 
521,000; CO 351,000: NE 
262,000


